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Kenji Fujita’s Sketchbook

Memories of Cossack, Western Australia
(1925~1938)
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Montebello Is
\l

¥ Cossack
Nickol Bay J

Dampier archipelago

Barrow Is
Cape Preston

Great Sandy Is

Fishing Ground of Pearl Shells (East'part)

There are many crayfish (rock lobsters) in this place.

A place of refuge (as for a ship) at the time of rainstorm

(OER A A
(from Cossack Town)

@71k kT2

(Lugger Course)

OER YAl

(Cossack Town)
@ Jarman Is
@ Samson Pt

@ Steamboat Is
Mardi Is
F ortescue Is

@F—=rv %2y
(Fortescue creek)

® sholl Is

Round Is
Long Is
Middle Is
Angle Is
Passage Is
S. Passage Is

@ se—747v
(Barrow Is)

@@= 5~—

(Montebello Is)
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= 4333332133330 00 AL LRI T e I 22 2 T R R T L )
@ ®RMOIYF 7 H R ‘ D
(Cossack, WA) ‘

E o —/3 (toRoebourne)

KB IF A 7 (Water pump)

77 3B V) 3% (Site to scrub luggers)
* x 7 (Camping site for crews)

B2 (Liquor shop)

QO @ © ® ®@ O

AMAXE  (Muramatsu store)

LA, AAREE

©®

D | Itisall dried up close to the lighthouse.

Itis said that the town was very prosperous in the old days, but there was a liquor shop,
E | astore (Muramatsu’s), about 15 houses with white people and four or five houses of

the Japanese when we went there.

(Muramatsu Store, former “Kameya E D C B A
N % o = o
i}%&@j"j‘ ) 7%/@&3}’ (2017/09 Tﬁi}f\/) (Monte Be|05ea Product Ltd)u) /\ ;ﬁ 3%‘- ;r_ ;r_ ;F j(
2T A = # #
© ¥ %% %% (Japantown) x — 7 B B B D
oo W 13 |2 1z F
N A AN N 1 1 3
3~ (to Cemetery) A ; - 4 ;\ 'ﬁf
# 5 oz |8 - & 4
T ¥ O~ g D T :
A | Thisline indicates the low watermark at the low tide of spring tide Lo ™ < 2 £ -
pring tide. S e || E3 73 P
o __ > < ’e 2 r"fi
. . . . w O~ €S + E3
B | itisall dried up during the low tide. vy oz 0 5 e
a 9 - A +
S . AT » % E5)
C | This line indicates the low watermark at the low tide. » T A A
£ % %
+
A A
FoE
7
s
z S5
noor
12 g
SO
z}; N

27

T N

N
—
—

NeFUW







@ # x> (Muramatsu Store, F P> ® |
former “Kameya (Monte >
Belo Sea Product Ltd.)”)

Q@ HmniE=E

(Muramatsu residence)

B HimE
(Muramatsu Store)

® W 1:45 (Wharf)

RAEDIH v 7 DBBIRLIE, H¥ENEE, £%D
BE ) LILRIFIZEm D - T (2017/09  #®E)

FRNEHFELIINCFY W

&

1890 FRD I v 7 DEFER, ARG IIHERREAOHEE, DI,
Yy 7 O®BFEF (BAEAR Y b2 2017/09 &R @ Heaxzl. @ HREE] ORWERE, T, T4y 7HFEII>
TN A4 AR =M@ LT/, (B)IZI Chinatown ¥ 325 AT\ 5 4%,
B A AH] (Japantown) T1% & - 7=, (Ngarluma Yindjibarndi Foundation Ltd 77 &)
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@® Zw—/%> (toRoebourne)
@ k#HBE >~ 7 (Water pump)
®c

@ Cossack

® ®

(® BAAH (Japanese town)

Jarman Is

Cossack

Samson Pt

@ Jarman Is
A5 (Jetty)
@ Samson Pt
Nickol Bay Sk & 3 i Cape Lambert
D) U —7 (Reef)
a4y 7 ALY R (2 Bezout Is C B A
L T 7 & WA T 2 D 2 F ~ A
) ) < + A #F = 'O 9k o
To Cossack Town, we went in a ship of about 100 tons R ° x a ® ﬁ‘ £ g oo
A | and disembarked from the wharf there (at the time of 720 - Gl Vi /\ SN AN S Ba:f Z_
+ s O A N SR
high tide). B ~ & X = + v B oA ~
B A A 0 A Iz Z‘ Z % [
Nk S R N AN -
There used to be many Japanese, so there used to be a Japanese town and many white people 5 z D =] I N :]' I 7 < %
= . B A e I 7 - g .
too, but when we went there, there were only two buildings left in the Japanese town; one B ; * - ;ﬁ‘ = ‘; P 7:
: A s+ 2
B was a villa owned by Mr Muramatsu and the other was a boarding house (where divers Zg IZ ;: & ? Dy ?{f g %
- : e z
stayed). In the town of Cossack, there was only one store run by Mr Muramatsu .Fifteen, 16 % 7 E f 1 hﬁ |z i g ;) v
o ;0 . i
or 20 white people lived there. A liquor store (a family of three with a child). Mr Muramatsu ® o, 7 1% MNoOE ti\ if R ) D
F 1 o s A i
owned most of the fine stone houses. Mr Muramatsu hired two whites as clerks. D H S < f}: _E; ﬁj; ’3%: A= ﬁ(
oo |y 4w B, A &
) e boarda A : 22 N x
We divers stayed at a divers’ boarding house (A), and tenders and crews stayed at the camping F x| ‘ b oo 2 HoOox +
C | site (C) , where they took care of the boats from around 10 December till the beginning of 2 j 7; ° 7[%: {f ;’ﬁ % ig g 7%
March for the next pearl shell fishing season starting. E 7 = E B A E
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@ Bezout Is

@ V=7 (Reef)

® %7 —=< 2 —2Z (Steamship course)
Bezout Is @ F v+ 2+ A5 (Pt.Samson letty)

@ Samson St.

»

e

: % } /' Cape Lambert
Cossack e ® E+>7 7 (toSamson creek)

. \ @ X P (Continent)

Pt. Samson
I F L#%2% 4% (Dried Line)
L RERAEIN L Ty 7 AT (© a4 577 (toCossack Town)
Y xs3X2 %7 (lapan town) A
) 2+ v 77 (Cossack Town) B A
Ve 7
. W &
P E3
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) £
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# +
B E
Jarman Is F N
= h
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4
bz}
¥ %
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M
A The red earth seems to be spread out endlessly, once we pass through it, 12
7;.
our track immediately becomes a road. %

B | 1tisdried up at low tide due to shallow water.
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Flying Foam Passage » R/ L DA T (£ E7
7 B Jb3%#0 Northern part of Dampier Archipelago)

A | The east entry of Flying Foam Passage

B | There are many hawksbill turtles in the shallow water.

C At the beach on the north of this island, we waited at night to
catch Hawksbill turtles coming to lay eggs.

D The island looks white because of the bird droppings. We
collected cormorants’ eggs on this island.
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H e — - 1 ke 2 ! D%
There are many cormorants on the island marked as 4 on the @© sury & 3 t S EREEEEL
(Anadori, Shearwater) 3 £ 211wz P8y
previous page. We take a dinghy to collect their eggs. We A b A
, @ triow ! :
float the eggs in the seawater to select fresh ones. Once we (Chérai, Australian Gannet) ,‘; 4 »; ‘ B {§23
collected plenty, enough to fill half a drum. We boil them and o 2l * ¢
B b LAz n? N P ;
eat them day after day. Around mid-October, sea turtles start % % A 7ZP7 (Gannets lay the , ; 3 :
to come back to lay eggs. Usually, we eat them raw on rice, but eggs on the sand) L o
we also boiled them. Also, shearwaters (their cries are similar ~ ®«
&
to black-tailed gulls) dig burrows on soft soil and hatch their eggs. = - .-\ .
= .'.-' ar
When we put hands in the burrow, we get bitten. So we make . ,\(,\ '(-,:‘:.: A
: st & .
spoons out of wire and use them to rake the eggs out. The eggs [
were boiled and eaten. We also eat the birds. B A
% % S =
Also, white sea-gull-like birds (gannets; the Japanese called them i ? @\ Z\ E Z: % ? 7\ ;J) 2 }:: /; /i( ; ;i Z/ 5 ;)]
— . N & - 5 . B . 7 2 N .
chérai) gather in thousands on the beach during the breeding ;7\\ % f s ZE ? 73 W ;(\ é [; 2 g j; 2: % ,/7: /l\
: z ° - 7 x R - - + N AN N
season and lay their eggs. They eat fish. They lay their eggs ; (:L\ % % 7% % & 5 kS Jj Zg 7: J) lﬁ—\ A r \/(\ Fr ;)
B o oS A v E -
neatly in square shapes on the sand. These eggs are edible, /C\ 12 - ¥ 7 & o L 5 ﬁ: J: ( [=EEUN é T 1
= # 13 g S A g P
: @ B b o oo g Lo R S A
although | did not have a chance to eat them. A woE o < - s 7 e Ny A ;}g g
- B W D N % e ’X & PR e
When the eggs are hatched and thousands of chicks are on the ; i ;’ﬁ; X % 9P f ﬁ? & % D *f it j% 5 ?Jf ) E
& P T T R A U S s
beach, the scene is just amazing and beyond description. | do not PAERW LA \ ° fj EI 2 f\ S N ’f\’ g <“
. = ) 2o _
ir eges < ov T h M ook ok p T E o B Lo g od
know why they lay their eggs in neat squares on the sand. w L =Y + % A & b % ¥ < A F . 5 "
5 S %iﬂg%%ﬁligﬁi;ﬁiiﬁfﬁ;
] i b - - B N N
Shearwaters do not seem to be able to see during the day, so it is 9 ? DA g l/E'? 4 ; z E ;:3 (RN 7 U [T
T 3 /AN SEPAN - oz 2B
easy to catch them. They seem to come out of burrows after j; )7; b Q = Z ig ; ;7 & i :C\ AT ;é %; % ;\ A
i T ?\ N A A S + B ° * ~ E ) -
dark probably to catch fish. < i) -z vy B T ¥ ?‘i Sy 0 X x & - 0 <
: DD EF o T 0 0 W H o B T B W
B, }j & ;f H oW T A ff S A - S N §
1z A h % o9 ¢ Y0 9 F o ¥ N B -~ F
7 L S A AN S S
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Do I — )L
(Bowerbird)

@

@ M (Wolf H#IL M) &5 -
TWBH N, AR (dingg) ThH
% 9 (It seems to be dingoes.)

Bower Bird (=7 ¥ K1)

In northern Australia, there are birds called bowerbirds and they are black in colour and

about the size of chickens. They live in pairs. We shoot them. (The meat is very

tasty) Once | saw more than ten pairs of them together. | hear each of them collects

leaves in order to build big nests to lay their eggs. | saw such types of nests here and

there.

Wolves

On an island off the coast, there are wolves and they dig out turtle eggs. If you do not
carry a fire stick with you, they will attack you. The natives are really scared of them
and they do not go out without fire. When they sleep, they keep the fire and a dog
close-by. In Western Australia, | do not hear about the wolves along the coastline. |
also do not hear any sheep are attacked by them, but once in northern Australia, | saw
two glaring eyes in the dark when | went to catch turtles at night. The natives were

scared and they stopped walking alone at night.
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=& W.Intercourse Is : < e @© == %

(Muddy place)

@ 7=
(Entry Habour?)

@ 3B HAr
(Site to scrub the
bottom of luggers)

- A

7 v ) s~—s3— (Entry Habour?)

D C B A

= = Z 1z 7

( 2, z v

ol 5] 12 = b

A D 4 ()
2N % 1 (AN

= D = %5
7 # M J AN

Y B 7 o

A Pr 1 F »

}) v 3 :}:
We often call at the Entry Harbour in March if there is bad weather ) v 1 <
and in the spring tide at the end of the year. Ea A 3 >
) ‘ % 1 %
}% € N

B | We often find many devil rays here. B R VRN
12 ”n I =

7N 5 j; W

C | Refuse site for a heavy storm ; %; =
) g
D | We can find many clams. There are many clams on the beach. % T
b
&
n
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Large sharks might have their own territories. When we

dive in the area where sharks are, they come close to us i%h
almost without fail, circling us or drifting with us.  When ;E}f
a large one of three metres in length bumps me with its ?
grinding teeth visible, | feel scared. | try to stay still :<)
without collecting pearl shells, and drift with the boat é{:

with the tide until sharks go away. Then | wait to get out
of the water.

When | get out of the water, | dangle a long string from a
shell bagin the water. People say that the shark can only
bite upside down as its upper jaw is longer than the lower
one. Once in Broome, about 70 Japanese drowned in a

storm and many sharks know the taste of human flesh.
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That is why we need to watch out. In Cossack, | have not
heard of anybody being eaten by a shark, but it is really

scary when a large one comes closer to check on me.

Devil rays are also scary. When the seabed is cloudy, they come to the surface and

move their mouths. They swim here and there and some large ones
2.1 metres long. | have not heard of anybody being directly attacked.

caught in the front of the ray, it is difficult to untangle and dangerous.

are about 1.8 to
But if a pipe is

| hear that they

are quite strong. This fish is a type of stingray and they usually live in cloudy and muddy

parts of the sea.

Their belly is white.

A poisonous sting is here.
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@ *rva (xrvar<a)
(Sea Apple)

@ #»avia
(XY 77827 74H4)
(A type of Ark Clam)

(B3 E£#MA (realsize)

XY 7283w 774 (Arkclam)
KREEB E (B A0])

e L R R T R R R R R RN AR R R RRR Y

The sea apple is a type of trepang and they are found in groups on some sections on the C B A
- - = -
A | seabed. When they breathe, all of them open their mouths. When that happens, the ;fL fgﬁ /C\ ;L g :E\ ’g ,( i + ,7< g i‘
N E S S

seabed looks just like a flower bed. t:“ f)\ n ;; %() g lg E\ E\ N j:) j; < i’i
DL EoL oy T RO S F

£ v Vo oyt E A VR + <

Many ark clams live in the area where pearl shells are found. In Western Australia, such Lz oy T hoof = S (A K4
WL H N Z o

B areas can be found here and there. When we want to eat some shellfish, we dive down Brolk 3 C B & T 1%%; S/ Z %8
/AT DT R VA S A N T

with a bag to catch them. They are left overnight to get rid of sand and then are boiled. » » 2z 2 R ﬁ}( W 32 ‘z;% 5 i B .
LN o Nk x5 7 e S X

So many beyond our imagination can be found together. ° o\ >z ; W &3 oo 72‘ ; v
L R (S N z 2

T w5 0o U0 £ % N W%

The sea bed is beautiful with its various plants and colourful fish swimming among \%‘ B }7: ;‘ < zf; ( ® L + 1+ ;’{T

o | s T £ L

them. Itis as bright as the scenery on land and as impressive. The sea plants sway » o L5 Vo A L\ 5 ? +
o2 < ’ é & no — z F)ir ° X

with the waves in the water, but they turn stiff when we try to break them and they oy & & T Z P = v
C t <« B o ¥ < Y g 2 2 D3
cannot be broken. oy ¢ op B N B

O AN /- < o » & ESEEN

Sandbanks with no vegetation are also pretty. There is some vegetation where pearl Ej o 72: L; lJ:- z(‘ RN, f E 7?

~ T L ) @7

shells live, but sandbanks without vegetation are beautiful as they are. 3 R S A + < b 2

X B - W L5 F R L =
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Shoal Bay sf
~(bld‘ ‘
R

T

W. Intercourse Is

East Lewis Is

-

" \“' A /f

/

v
Iy—
S

7 v ) s~—s3— (Entry Habour?)

@© »3EYH
(Site to scrub the
bottom of luggers)

@ 7V hYoNn—N—,
(Entry Habour ?)

® =715
(Muddy place)

Up to March we collect shellfish in the Entry Harbour, or work in the nearby places.
We come back to the harbour during bad weather.
harbour. We are also back here at the end of the year.

In the past divers and crews had more time to enjoy themselves.

they worked only half a day, and fished for fun.

they often gambled.

We enjoy ourselves in the

On Saturdays,

Even when they were offshore,
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N (3232323100110 R L R R P PP r
@Qrz )7 w9y 7
(Victoria Rock) B

Q N.E.Regnard @ NE L7 F—F

(North East Regnard) @ .

S.W.Regnard @ SW.L 7+ — K
(South West Regnard)

\
N
e

E

L 7'+ — KB (Regnard Islands) B A
v fto®R
7 T D
k 1 A
Y on —
7 ¥ L W
: $ W}
Many algae plants (about 3 shaku [1 metre] long) grow all around = %; % ;;s’i
o B 3
A this area. We start working in the season when not many algae 77) ; 7;:
plants are found. We can find many kinds of fish. We fish for i /N
B <A
squid in a dinghy. 2 - &
L o~z
i1 £ <
n - : o % L
B The way to position the Victoria Rock using landmarks is explained & 7
. 7=
on the back of this page. %) ( =
) (OE
° VRS
A=
b R
o
1]\ A

w

(=) BOIKHF-—FNT
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Many algae plants grow and we cannot see pearl shells. Therefore we
collect pearl shells in the season when not many algae plants are

found.

On the beach anywhere in Western Australia, we can catch black
seabreams, young mullets, and whitings using a cast net. While
working on the boat, we can fish chinafish, which is the size of

trevally. They are delicious tasting like trevally.

| TR R

We can catch a lot of squid where many algae plants grow like at this
place. Algae plants grow around most of the islands, so we often go

to fish for squid.

We often find crayfish (look like Japanese lobsters) where there are
rocks. We can find so many of them on the beach in the spring tide
especially on the north side of the most northern island of the Flying
Foam Passage. | caught easily 14 or 15 crayfish there, and still there
were many in tide pools on the dry beach. | think there would be

many around here.
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N. E.

N.E. Regnard

L7 = FONRIOBENS

S.W. Regnard

ONE. L7 F+— K
(North East Regnard)

@sw. L7 +—F

(South West Regnard) . ) ®
B W T e p— S
B EZ7r)T w7 A
. o4
(Victoria Rock) ; A B
- 4 ‘(
bt ,,7 ;o
1 3
.’ ‘)4 (!.
i 1% ., ®
B
o . . . N o
We always position using the landmarks of the right and the left side . B~
A | hills, and remember places of shallow water, and navigate and E ;j% :C
i L %L 9
determine the places we collect pearl shells. e 2 |
+ ZIE
B | Detached rock at the northern side of N.E. Regnard | % 4
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@Osw.L 7 +—F

(Victoria Rock)

GNELZ7+—F

(South West Regnard)

@ k77 w7

(North East Regnard)

> EToH B ZF (Meals on board of lugger)

On Sundays, we cast a fishing net, draw a beach seine, and shoot kangaroos. The divers
usually buy sugar and red beans. We also get together to cook and eat zenzai (rice cakes with
sweet red bean soup) and ankoromochi (rice cakes with sweet red bean paste) using red beans

and sugar which are provided by the divers.

Positioning the places for pearl-shell diving using the landmarks

On every third or fourth Sunday, tenders and crews change ropes. After we finish the
preparation for the works for the following week, friends gather to talk about their
hometown and the news from home, and to exchange magazines. News from home is
shared among us. We even get some news which is not reported in Japan, and known by

every one of us.
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Steamboat Is

Fortescue Is

'Q

Mardi Is

vy

O H=H =H g o

2

@ Stenboat Is
(Steamboat Is)

@ Alynally Shool
(Ordinary Shoal ?)

@ Fortescue Is

@ Mardi Is

White mangroves: the trees are short and submerged in the tide.

Many roots come out. It is not possible to pass through the wood.

The course along which the luggers usually sail.

Fortescue is on near land.

Black mangroves grow in the intertidal mudflats.

They are relatively tall, and grow straight.

Place where Mr Seigoro NABIKI died.

Many basket stars grow at the spot, and the depth is around 7 fathoms
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Fortescue Is

|

Sholl Is
S Mardi s

Long Is

N Sandy Is AngleIs

S Passage Is

K

From Sholl Island to South Passage Island

There are many sea turtles and dugongs from this area to

the Mangrove Islands. (There are also many pearl shells.)

Mr Nabiki died in this spot where basket stars grow.

Sandbank which comes out at low tide.

Sandbank segment which grew from sand coming from

Barrow Island.

@ Fortescue Is

@ Mardi Is

@ K—brxav

(Fotescue Creek)
@ #m 2 (Coastline)

® <7 o—Th
(Mangrove bush)

®) sholl Is

@ Round Is

LongIs

(9 Middle Is

Angle s

@ Monday Reef
@ Solitary Is

@ Passage Is
South Passage Is
@9 North Sandy Is

74 ks~ Z (Lighthouse)
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There are many shearwaters on this island and they lay eggs in burrows they @ AT = 7 I-A
(Steamship course)

dig out. They are small birds, but their eggs are about the size of chicken
@ va—IL747vF

eggs. Boiled ones are tasty to eat. The birds cannot see well during the day, (sholl Island)
so they stay inside the burrows, but they come out at night to catch fish. B
Their beaks are sharp and they would peck us if we put our hands in the N

burrow to collect eggs. So, we use a tool made out of wire to roll the eggs

out. The birds are just edible when they are grilled. Such birds probably live

on other islands.

The soil on the island is soft. Shearwaters dig burrows in various places [ —
on the island. No trees grow on the island, but only grass does. Gannets C B A

lay their eggs on the beach. A 0B 9 v + z 9 Iz % T &, = s Iz o & Z
B © 12 F AR £ & M £ AR e L oz h T E D
T B L fi kL F £ F A 22 G S YA B
Gannets, seagull-like birds (the Japanese call them chérai), gather in w1z C o ®\m o9 ¥ B = W E 99 % ¥ B T |Z
. &  EK T N7 °x 2 % 9 AN F
thousands during the breeding season and lay their eggs simultaneously L X~ & = 5 ¥ z % 7 ¥ 0 t R ¥ B % 2 b»
< L o~ o B ° 0 ¥ A4 [ % 5 F % ¥ ° %
on the beach. The eggs are laid in a pattern of neat squares as if they ho®R R 2 0B E B O~ ANE S5 ° 2 v B B Y
B ) % o R %L (2 H h e H B ¥ howoz
measure them. The eggs hatch naturally. | guess this is the same on > o F | OB ¥ F 1L & N z 3 ~ oz AN A
~ B T = N ;o A Z 8 o o> H oW X £
other islands, but from the mid-October various types of turtles crawl B % ° T 98 b B T 0® A zZ W o 7 ° (¢
o0& 2 98 % L oW W % WwoB 5T 0 B
up to the beach. They dig holes about 15cm deep, lay eggs there and D R VR S S S - B ) %L D - S I GRSy
T R O B L ¥ o1 & & ° % ~ Nz 5 RO &
cover them with sand to hide the eggs before returning to the sea. = el A X -9 F AT z o X zZ 2 A
< B D 2 D S G 2N y ¢ L #® = T
Most of the many chicks and baby turtles that are hatched would not W o BB Z 3 5 = 7 X > AT SRV 2RV
£ T & z ~ 0o v T A 7 % AN I B T N
survive as they are eaten by birds and fish. Turtle eggs are hatched T L o »n @' B A T 1 & 5 4% % T Y >
R S /e B N VA S AW [EQ Iz T oY o M
after 14 to 15 days and babies come out of the eggs by themselves. S 4+ X R 12 & 3 B < no®m (R o X
%" -G R B 2 Eoon - T B | A
P tt H» £ = L — X 12 3 ~N 2 F o oo B
S L » 3 ¥ T 4 u 9p ° 5 0 T 12K -
3 C - S K n oo K v o= £
T t o+ 9 E 2 A £ 1 L T o T = R
A AN o= /AT A QR e
Xk *® T F A °z E X o ® o9
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v 2 —)L'B (Sholllsland)

A | Aturtle comes ashore on the beach at Sholl Island.

At night when the tide is at the neap tide, turtles come to the beach
to lay eggs. They check the beach and approach there gradually on
B | one wave after another. They crawl to the dry section where waves
cannot reach, dig holes to lay their eggs (10cm to 15cm deep), lay

eggs, and then return to the sea.

After laying eggs, they smooth the surface thoroughly and return to
C the sea. Green turtles and Loggerhead turtles come ashore before it

gets dark.
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Barrow Is Shoals

~

Great Sandy Island

Mangrove Islands

From this area to the Mangrove Islands, there are many sea

turtles and dugongs. There were also many pearl shells.

The green parts are the area where mangroves grow.

Sandbank segment of Barrow Island

There are two kinds of mangroves: white mangroves and black
mangroves. They grow intermingled. They grow in wet places:
white mangroves are warped, and black mangroves grow straight.

Both are like evergreen oak and are found a lot in wetlands.

@ North Sandy Is
@ South Passage Is
@ Popu Is(Pup Is)
@ Sandy Is

(B # X B,Mangrove Is
(Thringa Is)

@ East s
@ 7 (unknown)
Low Is(Weld Is)

@ Lightfoot Reef

Sandy Is

(Marry Anne Reef)
@ Thige Is (False Is)
@ West Is
@ North Is

a3 e e e e e s e

G i A
37 E oo 7 .;1_@)

e

Steamships’ course F | Lighthouse G | Luggers’ course
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In  Western Australia, dugongs live among |® 7 (Tuskofdugong)| D C ‘ B A

44

mangroves and eat mainly algae plants. They are
large in size, and in northern Australia, a caught
dugong was taken to the beach as a whole to be
cooked. People cut out pieces of meat as they were
cooked. In the early years of Showa period [around
the late 1920s], we were given a dugong which was

caught by a company boat in Western Australia.

When we cooked it with miso paste, it was delicious

as it had similar taste as pork and rich in flavour.

) Yy d

4
4

(VY u X

o : D C B
(Its size is twice as large as a pig.)
WA w2 A 8 2 X v K = Ak T L B -
P 3 L S { 5 o 7 £ ANN)) AN S=1
. . . 5o = & ¥ vt OE = R /B oo T
In Port Darwin, an old white man with a lame leg used to run a n Yy 5 4 B o o O % . N
AN 2o o - F x| ST - T CORNE /A N - SR
small shop where | bought various things. He was selling lizards, WA - R T A D Dy 72 T Y SO =
2 Eowox oo E T T B
baby turtles and baby crocodiles which were all stuffed, as well Rt 7L T2 ®o~ 2 I~ A7
2, 5 < Az T g T o - o o v
: - ; : I C oW B 1 o - g R S O
as dugong tusks. This old shop owner was injured in the First o PR A A woow R -
) . . . 7= D < O O A e - N 3 »
World War and received military and service medals, which he ¢ B ( kR = 2 5 % = E
3 S no#oE v S ~ K o Mg
showed me. A A B S NI X T % 5 T B
W & N L XK M) 5 = AR~ 75 B = G et
% - = ¥ o W & X r - oz A
When | was working as a diver, | thought | met two dugongs on 5 WK B G it <« <« R o <
L 5 a v " % i AR "
the sea bed. | thought their shapes were looked far from w [ H oo = 7 » X A - T R
m 1z T L 3 r~ " [ Di Y B 7’2
. : ) R £ 5 AT wmooE AT 3
mermaids, as some people have described them. S » T » = NN S A C
¢ L o < - b 3 H £ % 5 3l X
. . . 2] Sooo NG/ z ° o E °F L
I hear that there are still many dugongs in Western Australia, but » x o o r = - ® o> <
R b z 2 X % L & I ®&
it might be difficult to catch them as they swim fast. W L Iz X c & < o oom T o~
mn ( W # 2B ' T oK <
5 NS £ T < ~N B w v
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. BLLPP PP P Prrrrrrrrrspsrrrrsssnssrsrsssssrrsnsrsrsntatnatanenand
When we are at the sea for work, we spend our Sundays to fish and catch sea turtle
alive by spearing them. We cook them for food and turtle meat which is boiled slowly B A
i A n % & t » & &
is really tasty as it has a lot of fat. As a matter of fact, the meat is firstly dried and Z 0 A ?Z& B N % =
. L L VB )) PO I - AV S S
A | then eaten, but all the intestine is also eaten and nothing is thrown away. % N T S G B AN
o P N R S S G =
When we catch a turtle, we hoist a flag to let other boats know. Divers and tenders v R S L R
_ , #n w % > - B < 3 <
come to the boat and enjoy the feast. We talk about home and work, and discuss 57 - Lz z L NEE: B
. n B 5 5 D s 7y g
where to sail next. { y 2o o WY -
#e ; WA é; W ; z L1
| ) o N N
.- ok oz ® o o 8
7y & z X b L & s %
noT o T & | B
3 . ! - >
When Pacific black turtles, Hawksbill turtles and young Green turtles are boiled for 7 z iﬁf if ; = k“{
ﬁt :V L E= AN \‘% L= ;
B about two hours, the shells and plastron become tender and can be eaten. When ~ B §' j’() | o %{\( f) &
=] 3z N N N
Pacific black turtles, Hawksbill turtles and young Green turtles are boiled for about 1; a/f ° g > % 2 % Ej
p i £
two hours, the shells and plastron become tender and can be eaten. T E 2 ;7 f\ 2 L}: ,f)‘
B > T
P = N T oA
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@ #ZMo&

We cannot find tasty turtles in Japan as we do in Australia. .
(Australian sea turtles)

This is the tastiest turtle, and the shell and intestine are boiled @ 2N
in water for about two hours and cut into pieces to be eaten. | (Pacific Black turtle)

hear that this type of turtle cannot be caught in Japan. Its meat @ F7® (Green turtle)

is dried and eaten. @ 55 b

(Young Green turtle)

This turtle is large, but quiet. It has bad breath, so we don’t eat
® (FA4=4) oI he
it, but their eggs are large. They come ashore even during the (Hawksbill turtle)

day to lay eggs. They are big enough for a person to ride on. @ ##% (Loggerhead turtle)

The meat is plane but tasty. We eat all its shell and plastron.

H G F E D C B A
Just as Pacific Black turtles, the meat is very tasty. The shells = < o B F = 5 = v — =
. K ' T XK ERERA - T R K - & K
are treasured as tortoiseshell. < SR + S X % |2 < £ <
3 5 D VA ° ¥ h T v X 'K s
A SN = ° N 7+ =
I heard this type of turtles reach Japan on the sea current. They E Z\ E%Z % ’ff'] F’S ’LC é B :5\ /Z: ;\ }TI\
s ey N ,\ N o
come to lay eggs. We are scare of them as they have pointed E% f)\ /LE( 2 % <\ f’\ j; ;@( ;5]) a ? ?
beaks and can bite. The walls of their stomachs and bowels are g \L\ ; ? /<( E:C W \Z 03 ,E fl? B ,Z\
D — -

o N o % b
thick and tasty. gl 2N fg E ; . ? \L\ {\:t s ;
X z oL W ! 9 o M w
[ o L O » B W i, &,
We eat all types of turtle eggs, but the eggs of Hawksbill and h W ° W i 1t b f) 14
o - ~ °oop ° G S L = '
Pacific Black turtles are delicious to eat as raw eggs. v 53 =2} ke 1z X W B ~
= ®E 7 B oW o A
. % o L E: ~ - » mo n
We also eat them in Japan. ) B IC ~ b < T iz % i
" nok = : * & |l F L || v
Ay 2 % - VAR L & o

£ ¢ 9 ° % < =

2 5 O b4 A0 ' X

9P F 4 L o N

7 WwoZ < AN x5

3 A 2 90 °
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Turtle Hunting: There are many sea turtles in Western Australia and they
mainly eat sea plants. On our off-duty Sundays, we unload a dinghy from the
boat and some of us go turtle hunting. When we find one, we use spears
which are for dolphin hunting to catch it. After a long struggle, we finally lift
it onto the dinghy and return to the boat. We cut it into big chunks and boil
it for about two hours before slicing them into small pieces and serving them
with soy sauce. Turtle fat and intestine are much tastier than meat itself and
everybody enjoys them. The meat is dried on mast ropes and eaten later
when we sail through the night. Once we become familiar with the flavour,
we look forward to the next Sunday. When | arrived in Cossack, a white man
was running a turtle meat canning company and the produce was sent
somewhere. But the business was discontinued probably because they could
not sell the produce or the business was not viable. The building was
impressive and built out of stone. When | was there, the building was owned
by Mr Muramatsu, probably because it was mortgaged. The building was
unusually impressive for such a remote town. We used to visit there as it was
large and inside was cool. It was confiscated due to the war and some white

Australians are probably living there now.

e (B

PLTTTeY

Sea Snake: Many sea snakes live in the sea and they coil on the lifeline or
come to the three glass plates on the helmet. In the area where pearl shells
are found, sea snakes are abundant and | see so many in one day. | hear they
are poisonous, particularly small ones are extremely poisonous, but they do

not cause any harm to us.
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@Qzvr~—n-747vF || G F -
(Montebello Islands) | 7 = i @

@ South East Is
North West Is
@ Trimouille Is

Hermite Is

@ North West Is

&)+~ T# (Coral reef)
(&) Hermitee Is (Hermite Is)
@K =% —7 (Bigreef)

®o—7147 0~

(to Barrow Is)

NS
o~

g SRR AN

G F D B A
. o~ % A + R W
Montebello Islands o E ol s - x PP
N W4 [ [ 5 B
oL~ L E i & T 4
) : : . : =~ %5 | = n [0 N2
A We could not find many pear shells in the islands. | went there twice. It is far off oL # < + = o
. A ST ° » o)
the coast, 20 miles offshore. 5 7 PN \ ) % B
oo~ 12 & E »n ol
. . . b G4 (= 50w
Big stepping stone C | The shells are big, but not many can be found. [ v & Py R
(1 ' ;OC % % O :
; . 1% A < A
D | We cannot pass through at low tide. E | Apoleis put up to mark the spot. - ? A J/Z; C PR
. t) WY M < E ) -
The beach is pure white, and if there are sharks, we can see them immediately. D A Sy £p 14 =
5 T - N o
F | There are no trees. It is a very good island to enjoy ourselves, but there are very ;_ LO 2: L?— L \‘\ jfg ;
R N < .
few pearl shells. 1R g W 751 WL
e EZ ) B 2 3+ 2
Montebello Islands: there are not many pearl shells. | heard that the Australian BR B : h ° )
G % [E S o k2
government carried out atomic bomb testing later on in the islands. L =% \*\ |
7= C 4 ° v
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@ Weld Is

@ Joelee(False) Is

@ Little Rocky Is
Mangrove Islands

@ North Is

Mangrove Islands . Il (® Mmiddle Is

@ South Is

@ Herald Is

NE Twin s

(9 sw Twin Is

Twin Islands

Coolgra Pt.

Mangrove Islands

Near the Mangrove Islands. Many mangroves grow on the coast, and they also
grow in the water. Black turtles are found everywhere, and many mullets and

other fish can be found in the creek. Dugongs may be found.

A sandbank which comes out at low tide

We refuge here during a storm.

Steamships’ course

There were many pearl shells in the area from Sandy Island to the Mangrove

Islands.

Luggers’ course
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Beadon & Onslow

@O v rAu—FVKS
(Onslow old jetty)

@ b—+ o4 (Beadon jetty)
(3 Z 7 —= 22— Z (Steamships’ course)
@ v—+>»n7 1) —7 (BeadonCreek)

® Wik
(Fresh water site on beach)

(® ¥ (Flatland)

A Japanese woman called okin-san lived at Beadon Bay. Her husband was Malay
with children (perhaps four children), a 25 year-old boy and a 23 year-old girl. |
visited twice and was treated to meals. Ships were moored for several days during

the season when wool is loaded. A lot of bales of wool were piled at the jetty.

A lot of wool is shipped.

At the creek of Beadon, there are five luggers owned by a white man’s company.
Most crews are from Taiji [town]. We work with the crews in a large-scale operation,
but we go back to Cossack without calling at the port. We occasionally anchor here

when the cargo boat does not come from Cossack or when we do shopping.

When we need water, we dig sand, and get fresh water. We fill fresh water

buckets (18 litre bags made of canvas) and carry them to the lugger.

At the company of Beadon Bay, Mr Shichizo NISHIIKE from Taiji is the head diver.
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N
North West Cape
: 4

. A
72N

y : Exmouth Gulf

Exmouth Gulf

Gulf, North West Cape

Refuge site for a heavy storm

@© 71— FK—}F - - a-2
(Luggers’ course)

@ v=<ry7Y=7
(Yammadery creek)

B KkE#%
(Site getting fresh water)

@ #—2+707 (Australia)
(B t—+ >~ (Beadon)
® # > Z2o— (Onslow)

@D 27—vav -9
(Fresh Water Tank Station)

777 7 (Exmouth Gulf)

©® /—v=2xv7
(North West Cape)

After the World War Il

Mr Haruji YAMAMOTO, Mr Tadao IIMORI,
Before the WW II

Mr Koichi WADA.

: Places where they collected a lot of pearl shells.

We work in the inner part of the Gulf
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Pole sail fishing boat owned by Mr Muramatsu (Lugger)

The lugger does not capsized even if it is tilted, owing to the ballast called ‘aen

barasu [zinc ballast]’ it carries.

Editha (No.19)

Crew members: 1 boatswain, 1 diver, 1 tender, and 5 crews

The lugger runs only with sails, and the pump is operated manually.
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@ v 7 Uibsail)

@ =7+t (Foresail)
B 4 v+l (Mainsail)

@ z=EL - )L (Smallsail)

B3 v 7+ (Fore topsail)

MR TIHEZIE ) AEDRAF

The draft of the lugger is more than 6 shaku [about 2 metres]. The lugger
A | carries the ballast called ‘aen barasu’ (rectangular stone), so it does not

capsized even if the ship is slightly tilted.

Allluggers until 1925 were sailboats, because there were no luggers with

engines and machinery pumps until around 1929.
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RAFEDOFT LN - R ETHDI A=K —bDAEY) (F
B SRR R O RICBE O 7z BERIR (BRMR) 24 IR T 5)

A

wW
N

(N) OB

C

F E D C B A
T w5 hE L 16 Z ¢ 3k
. T . . . ) # w58 7= W A tE
The tidal variation is very large in northern Australia and Western Australia. Even a big < 2 I+ < o K
A . . T W S & Iz SRS
steamship (tens of thousands of tons) can be beached during the spring tide. i < 2z * 5 18 7 o&®
A W % < W A%
B | Sometimes the boat sails so tilted, we cannot cook on the boat. ; ;f)r i ‘g \z_,\ ; i!
s < W = fs % "l 2R

S iz # 13 > D K2
C | Aboat sailing tilted L - ’ D
- z 2
D [ The fun of sailing is quite indescribable. Do © & 7
gisq L b 7= * 3 71
BN I 2 T
The boat drops the stern anchor in the harbour because it beaches at low tide. ﬁ F jE f)}; ;]]i W
: P
E The stern anchoring allows the boat to go with the tide when it beaches. It is not g: ;7]"\ ;\.‘ s g: <
W N
/ . -

necessary to do so where the boat always floats. J‘i ;: \t‘\ E /9'; PN
o j; o £ ,{éﬁ
F | Aboat beached at low tide i 5'25 7
A g %
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BAKANILA v B
TE A7 AL v b (Corselet) .
BB Y 2asm (Lifeline)

@© # 4 3— (Diver) -
@ ~ A vk (Helmet)

B Zaxk<(7) v 7
(Clip to discharge air)

@ 721y~ (Corselet)

(5 % (Lead weight)

(® #7k KL 2 (Diving dress)

@ PN 7% (Belt with lead weight)

#Do /= #t (Shoes with lead weight)

(© =¥ —,%17 (Airpipe)

A o
Lugger N D F 35
A
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Divers get up and down this ladder.
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3 deddvTvew
f (OREEAN/ ) Y
{ (Sea Snake) thk £ 2
e lix
np1ih ‘
By L 3
142 \
! %
J b
¢ ¥ - 1 |
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» | B A
T A I X & 7
W7 xS
< v ;o HF N
tox A
T % ¥ v on
— EOPT 7& o A %
BYER (étude drawin ol = 7 o
HIFEL (étude drawing) R 2 SR
N 7\ K2 W o
2NN 200 I R
£ 7 S I S
4 T Z K& W
| draw a picture of a diver finding a turtle and catching it. bl f; 1z < % z
I 8 . o
A In order to catch a turtle, you need to grab it from behind before it notices < Z D E’ D
P E/2 T S 4
you. Once | caught a large Hawksbill turtle, but it escaped just before | ¢ i: A }L P/
& . i . Y=
reached the boat. In the water, turtles have upper hand than us. ) :l*i F 7;\ W OF
XHIEESE
Tk o & S
B So-called Stick Point is covered by vegetation which looks like little stick- A ¢ { jfk
x N
like plants and | feel as if | am walking through a bamboo shrub. > I H X DIPE Y ZJ \Z\ 77:
i ‘S\ -
Z ¥ K
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FN LB O 7 =7 X 71 (Snapper)
¥ 77 v 23F (Amberjack)

Divers occasionally have some problems as too many fish, such as almost
A | one metre-long amberjacks, swim around him and make the water cloudy.

They taste nice when we eat them as sashimi.

B | About 70 cm long (about the size of a yellowtail)

v Iick 24 =/ < 2 (Barracuda)

47 7 (Spanish mackerel)
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We go to catch mullet with a seine net when the tide is right. When a large
school of fish come, we catch them with a net and gradually pull the net to
the dinghy to haul them in. When we are lucky, a large school of mullet is

caught and one catch can fill half a dinghy.

We use the No 6 net and the pulling ropes are thick and always well

maintained.

Semi-permanent fish net setting. White people catch fish in this way.

When a lugger sails, we throw in lures, which are called "ken-ken".
When we catch tuna, bonito, Spanish mackerel, and amberjack,

we slice them into sashimi, cook them with soy sauce, and salt

@® &5 % (Metal net)

@ 71vva74y
(Fishing line)

@ 3171 v—
(A fathom of wire)

@ =E#%E (Pearlshell)

(B & T (Bird feather)

them to dry overnight. Sometimes, we cannot fish much during
the winter. As there are plenty of fish in the area, enough fish for
the boat crew (seven men) can be caught. There are times that

we catch too many. Then we sail without throwing lures in.

We go to a creek for bait fishing. When the tide is coming in, we
can catch plenty of barramundi and mullet. It is easy to catch
various fish for dinner with baits from the boat, such as black sea
bream, rock cod, trevally, chinafish and fourstriped grunter that
the Japanese call gui-gui. We did not have fishing gut then, so we
used thin wire instead. It was easy to catch many fish. (It must

be fun to use artificial fishing gut.)
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Tanimbar Is

Port Darwin A

Broome

Y

Arafa a, Timor Sea & Indian Ocean

Thursday Is

@ v =77 (Wewak)

@ =2—*=7 (New Guinea)
(3 K#E (Thursdayls)

@ 800 < 1 /(800 nautical miles)

® ==y )T7HE
(Gulf of Carpentaria)

® A— "~ =+ > (PortDarwin)
@ 71— 2 (Broome)

R=bh~y K7 VR
(Port Headland)

(©® =—%* (Cossack)

ship.

A boat called Mavie was a newly built boat larger than an old handle pump boat,
with a Japanese type of engine, and operated by three Japanese: Mr Higashi (ship’s
doctor), Mr Maruyama (engineer) and myself (captain). Three of us with two
Japanese passengers and about ten people from the South Sea headed to the South
Sea without any charts. We reached Tanimbar Island where two Japanese and
Indonesians from the island got off the boat. We hired about 14 to 15 islanders and
reached Australia in four to five days. Since the weather was not good, we stayed on
the island for four to five days and returned to Port Darwin. Our boss (Mr
Muramatsu) gave me one month wage (ten pounds) as a bonus. The Tanimbar

Islanders who travelled with us were sent to Cossack (written in red line) by a steam

The end map indicates this part.
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Cossack ¢

Pilbara

Dampier Archipelago

Onslow

7" Barrow ls.

Montebello Is.

Pearl Shell Fishing Ground from Cossack to Onslow

&7
North West Cape

@ South Is

Middle Is
North Is

@ Weld Is
@ Barrow Is
@ Montebello Is

@ North Sandy Is

@ Angle Is

Long Is

Round Is

Sholl Is
@ Fortescue creek
Mardi Is

@ Steamboat Is

North West Cape
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When we see waves breaking from a distance, which are often seen in the sea of the
South Seas, we wonder if there is a shallow or a reef there, however, as we get close to
it, we often find out that it is a large school of tuna or bonito (Japanese fishermen call
it “Namura”), which is often the case. We can catch the fish as many fish as we like
when we come across such a place. In addition, we can catch a plenty of fish around
the divers by floating lures; this fishing method is called “Ken Ken” When we catch too
many fish, we release them by cutting their mouth with a lure, and then they go
somewhere.

Because the sea becomes muddy from the middle of October and not many pearl shells
are caught, we anchor our ship in the lee of an island to avoid winds and do “kame-
kaeshi” (to catch Hawksbill turtles during the night watch) and we make various things
with tortoiseshells and bring them as souvenirs when we return to Japan.

On around 10 December (the date may be earlier or later, anyway, at the time of the
spring tide) all the ships return to the port of Cossack together after a long absence.
And we unload the pearl shells and the baggage of the divers to their accommodation,
then the baggage of the tenders and crews were unloaded, then tenders and crews
started camping. Under the direction of each tender, we remove all the diving gear
(pumps, pipes, helmets, corselets, dresses, shoes and so on) and the equipment of the
ships to the land, and sink the ships to kill the pest in them. All the things that might
wash away are nailed down. We let the ships soak in the water for the duration of the
two tides, then let the sunken ships float off and move them to the mangroves’ shore,
anchoring them with sand-bags in order that they do not lean nor move. By doing so,
we are able to welcome the New Year without being concerned about the next pearl

shell fishing season. As soon as crew members are chosen, we start repairing our ships

including sails, ropes and so on under the direction of our tender every day (we take
a rest on Sundays). Because it is for the first time in ten months to live ashore,
everybody works happily.

As there are many flies on the land, which irritate us so much, every house has a
double-door-entrance. It is said that the divers used to cast anchor and collect pearl
shells in the early days of the Taisho period, then, two or three years earlier than my
arrival, they adopted a new way in which they would collect pearl shells by being
pulled along by ship, which was called “Hippari”, and this produced the better results
for the pearl shell fishing. Mr Magotaro HIGASHI and Mr Koichi WADA became divers
and were given gold-rimmed watches and money as bonuses when they collected
nearly 10 tons of pearl shells, but, around that time, it came to be said that divers who
collected less than 10 tons of pearl shells were not good enough. The time when |
returned to Japan, divers came to be said that dives without wearing a diving dress,
which was called “a naked diving”, only wearing a helmet and a corselet. They did this
because it was easier to move without wearing the dress (it was not good for their
health though). Many people from Myojin! were working at Muramatsu Store
because Mr Kimoto was there and Mr Koichi WADA and others worked so hard that
they could send money to Japan. Mr Muramatsu made remittances to Japan
immediately when we asked him to do so. Mr Muramatsu was an Australia-born
Japanese who also had credit with the white people and was a person with virtue. He
had a wife and a daughter; | wonder what happened to them after the war (I heard
Mr Muramatsu had died).

1 TB8R4¥] | avillage in Wakayama Prefecture
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