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Foreword: An invitation to enjoy a sketchbook and memoir by
Kenji Fujita

Hiroyuki Matsumoto

| first saw the sketchbook and memoir written by the late Mr Kenji Fujita in the
autumn of 2011. At that time the town of Kushimoto in Wakayama Prefecture held
a panel exhibition about Thursday Island at the Kushimoto Cultural Centre, to
commemorate their local historical legacy. Many items left by people who had
worked as pearl divers in the pearl fisheries of North Australia from the Meiji
period to the Pacific War were collected for this exhibition over a period of several
years by the Kushimoto town office staff led by Mr Yorio Hamaguchi. Amongst
them | found the sketchbook and memoir written by Mr Fujita.

There were digital photographs of the sketchbook. These pictures left a strong
impression on me from first sight. When | talked to people concerned in the
southern part of Wakayama, and to the families of the deceased, | realised that
these documents left by the deceased had been gradually scattered and lost from
generation to generation. Seventy years had passed since the end of the Pacific
War, and it was inevitable that these documents would be lost. However, | could
not help feeling sorry for the loss of these documents, which were the evidence of
human lives. About six thousand pearl divers and crew travelled to Australia from
the southern part of Wakayama, and each individual pearl diver had his own

experience. Mr Fujita’s sketchbook and memaoir could not represent all pearl divers’

experiences. Nevertheless, it appeared to me that they were outstanding
documents for several reasons, which | shall discuss later in this introduction. After
coming to an agreement with Mr Fujita’s family, it was decided that I, together
with several colleagues and educational committee members of the Kushimoto
town office, would publish the sketchbook and memoir by Mr Fujita. To present
the documents in book form, we visited the family of the late Mr Fujita, who lived
in Kozagawa-cho, Higashimuro-gun, in Wakayama. We requested permission to
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scan the original pictures in the sketchbook. Although it was a short meeting, Mr
Masaki Fujita and Mrs Toshiko Fujita, who were family members of the deceased,
recounted several episodes from the life of the author of the sketchbook. I shall
now write an introduction to the sketchbook and memoir, which will include these
episodes as told to me.

The record as evidence of a human life

When | heard from his family how Mr Fujita began writing the sketchbook and
memoir, | once again realized that these were evidence of the life of Mr Kenji Fujita,
who lived in the tropical seas of north-western Australia from the end of Taisho
period until the second decade of the Showa period. | need not stress again that
for fifteen years Mr Fujita spent an extremely difficult life on the ship and at the
base in Cossack in north-western Australia. The sketchbook and memoir are a
record not just of his early life but also of the deep images etched in Mr Fujita’s
heart, that appear to have been sublimated during his later life. At the end of the
memoir Mr Fujita records his impression when he returned home to Japan:

| came back to Japan via the Kishl sea-route. My homeland, where | set foot
after spending fifteen years in a wide-open country without any high
mountains, looked so small as the mountains rose sharply into view. | could
not believe my eyes and felt as if | was suffocating. Then | suddenly realised
that | had to spend the rest of my long life in this small country...

Perhaps Mr Fujita concealed these thoughts deep in his heart while he lived in
Japan.

Mr Fujita spent almost half a century in Japan after his return, and then he wrote
his sketchbook and memoir when he was nearly eighty. How could Mr Fujita
retrieve these memories, which had sunk deep in his mind? Perhaps his nature by
birth could be a contributing factor. When | saw the pictures skilfully drawn by Mr
Fujita, | involuntarily thought that these were not mere prosaic records of a pearl
diver, but pictures taken by a sharp observant eye through high quality filters, and



that human experiences could not be concealed in a corner of one’s mind. After |
heard Mr Fujita’s family members describe episodes from his later life, these
thoughts were strengthened. That is, the depth of Mr Fujita’s experience, which
he gained through his body without thinking, was reinforced by the repetition of
some of these physical experiences after he returned home, keeping his memory
alive and strong. Then his experiences came out all at once in his later years. When
I showed Mr Fujita’s sketchbook and memoir to my research colleagues and to
several acquaintances, they were unanimous in marvelling at these documents.

However, Mr Fujita had no clear intention of publishing his sketchbook and
memoir. Both were written in the form of a first-person narrative to his second
daughter. There is no pretention in his narrative, and we are attracted to it by its
simplicity and the way he narrates. | once showed these documents to a friend
who has artistic taste. My friend quickly noticed that Mr Fujita’s paintings put even
professionals to shame, and that there were no hesitations in his brushwork.
Unfortunately, the sketchbooks were damaged by a flood in 2011, and now the
original colours are faded, and some parts are stained. We shall try to restore the
original colours of the pictures and preserve them as archives rather than work of
art. Our final aim is that these documents will be made available to those
interested in them.

| would like to add one more thought about how these documents could be
used. In September 2017 three coresearchers—Kamada, Tamura, and Murakami—
visited Cossack, where the base of the pearl fisheries was, to conduct a field study.
Although Cossack has become almost a ghost town, the local leaders (who are
trying to unite the local culture by holding the ‘Shinju Matsuri [Pearl| Festival]’
associated with pearl shells), along with researchers from Perth, Freemantle, and
Canberra, all showed a strong interest in Mr Fujita’s documents. After having a
good discussion about how the archives should be created, we decided to provide
an English translation along with a reprint of the notes written in the sketchbook.
Then Mr Fujita’s sketchbook and memoir will be used extensively, and we will be
able to overcome the shortage of private documents about the pearl fisheries.
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Pictures in the sketchbook

I shall talk about several features of the pictures in the sketchbook. First, | would
like to point out the accuracy of the drawings. For instance, Mr Fujita drew the
coastline from the base in Cossack to the south-western section of Exmouth Gulf,
which is about 400 kilometres as the crow flies, and the nearby islands. The outline
of the coastline where the main base of the pearl fisheries was located and the
distances between each island and their relative locations were extremely
accurate, even when we compare them to satellite photographs or to a recent map,
as | have shown in my commentary on the Montebello Islands (sketch No.26). |
could not confirm it in my interview with Mr Fujita’s family members, but
presumably he must have brought back some kind of a chart or a topographical
map and drawn his pictures with reference to it. If he was able to draw them just
from his memories, it must have been a miracle.

An observant eye and the power of expression

Secondly, | would like to point out Mr Fujita’s observant eye and his power of
expression. Several pictures in the sketchbook are three-dimensional sketches
from a bird’s eye view. For example, Mr Fujita drew a view that encompasses the
town of Cossack, the sailing route that follows a roundabout path from the
northern end of the Dampier Archipelago to Flying Foam Passage, after which the
ship enters a channel with a strong current, and the scenery around Beadon and
Onslow, where a vast flat land extends as far as the eye can see. These sketches
are not just perspective drawings seen from the ship. Mr Fujita went on shore and
made various observations from different angles and then drew these sketches.

Moreover, although we omitted this fact from our commentary, when we look
carefully at sketches such as No.12, No.13, and No.21, we notice that on the lugger
route and in the ocean around the main islands, the depth of the water is recorded
in detail. Even the current chart does not fully show the depth of water in this area
of sea, but Mr Fujita seems to have measured it meticulously using a lead sinker
and slender strings. Because the depth of water in the operational area of the sea,
the topographical features of the seabed, the sand quality of the seabed, the mud



quality, and the varieties of seaweed would strongly influence the habitat and
growth of pearl shells, divers and tenders needed to know them in detail. It was
also important to know the depth of water and the directions of tide and wind to
properly determine the route for the lugger. As Mr Fujita wrote in his Cossack
memoir, he was strictly taught how to measure the depth of water by his seniors
for several years after the first year he spent on board a lugger.

Mr Fujita also drew creeks and inlets for sheltering from rainstorms, and
anchorage points where it was possible to wait for the turning of tide and wind, as
in this area of sea the weather is always unstable, and cyclones (willy-willies,
typhoons) often hit from November to March in the following year. Moreover, he
added locations where they could obtain fresh water because of the shortage of
fresh water supplies on the lugger, and places where they could find mangrove
forests for fuel. Therefore, this sketchbook provides a comprehensive picture of
the fishing ground for the pearl fisheries, despite looking like simple sketches of
scenery and sea-creatures whose expressions are skilfully drawn.

Interest in sea-creatures

A third feature that draws our attention is Mr Fujita’s interest in sea-creatures
and his keen observation of them. Of course, he wished to enrich his food supply.
Pearling was generally considered to be a ‘hard’, ‘dirty’ and ‘dangerous’ work. On
top of that, because of the cramped living quarters in the lugger, the lack of
entertainment, and the low wages, most white men did not want to be engaged in
pearl fishing. During the fishing season from March to December, people working
in the pearl fisheries had no roof over their heads. They led an unstable life on the
lugger and had to sleep in the narrow cabin under the deck. The cabin was so
cramped that there was less than 150 centimetres to the ceiling, and it was hard
even to stand up. It was particularly difficult for a tender, like Mr Fujita, who
needed to be vigilant all the time, as he was responsible for divers’ lifelines and
had to operate the lugger at the same time. In the sketchbook notes and memoir
Mr Fujita wrote about his leisure pursuits, such as catching turtles and fishing on
Sundays. Perhaps he wished to have a break from the monotonous and difficult
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daily work. We gain a strong sense of Mr Fujita’s joyful and observant eye from his
sketchbook pictures of rare creatures in the sea.

Mr Fujita observed how the sea birds made their nests and then laid eggs on
the islands near Flying Foam Passage. He also observed in detail various sea turtles
he encountered in the sea during the year. It was particularly easy to catch sea
turtles which were floating around the sea while mating from October to
November, as they were not cautious at all. Presumably Mr Fujita’s lugger was
operating near Sholl Island at the peak of the breeding season, as he closely
observed how the sea turtles laid their eggs. (Of course, turtle eggs were a source
of food.) As for the illustrations of ‘kakoro gai’ (the normal Japanese name is
yagura-byobu gai, which means ‘semi-twisted shell’), Mr Fujita’s drawings are so
meticulously executed that they surpass even the pictures in Wakan-sansai-zue
(lllustrated Sino-Japanese Encyclopedia compiled in 1712) or in Yamato-honzo
(Medicinal Herbs of Japan written by Kaibara Ekiken in 1709).

By the way, as | am not specialized in this field, | knew neither the Japanese
name nor the English name for ‘kakoro gai’. Therefore, | sent a digital copy of Mr
Fujita’s drawing to a friend who works at the Okinawa Prefecture Deepsea Water
Research Centre and sought the Japanese name for it. My friend asked his
acquaintances who work for the Japanese Coral Reef Society. His acquaintances
said in one accord that the picture drawn by Mr Fujita must be yagura-byobu gai
[semi-twisted shell]. It was so easy to identify the Japanese name for it, as Mr Fujita
draw the picture meticulously. To add a sequel to the story, the shell | am talking
about has been kept as a zoological specimen in the Kushimoto town. As | was not
attentive enough, | did not know that these shells were brought back from
Thursday Island off the coast of Queensland in Australia before the war. | was told
this by Mr Tanaka Masato, who works for the Kushimoto Marine Park. The picture
of a semi-twisted shell inserted with the commentary on ‘kakoro gai’ is a collected
specimen brought back from Thursday Island.

Dugong
One more drawing at which | was marvelled is the depiction of a ‘rogon’
(dugong). Mr Fujita drew it so skilfully that | felt as if a dugong was swimming in



the sea in front of my eyes. Minakata Kumagusu (a famous naturalist who studied
at the British Museum from 1892 t01900) once contributed an article entitled ‘The
Story of a Mermaid’ to the Muro Shinpo newspaper. | wonder if Minakata knew
that people from the same prefecture encountered dugongs every day and
observed them in detail. (See Minakata Kumagusu Complete Works, edited by
Iwamura Shinobu and others, Vol. 6, pp. 306-311.)

As | have been conducting a field study in the Torres Strait (including Thursday
Island) off the coast of Queensland in Australia for a long time, | was lucky enough
to have many opportunities to see dugongs. Dugongs are so sensitive to sounds
and so agile that it requires great skill to capture them, so there would have been
few opportunities for Japanese people to capture them. They may have seen
dugongs occasionally from the lugger when they came close to the shore to forage
eelgrass at high tide. Nonetheless, Mr Fujita’s sketch of a dugong captured the
movement of a dugong and its postures so skilfully that | could see the dugong
swimming in front of me. Once again, | marvelled at his observant eye.

In his sketchbook | found one more etude of a dugong that was already
coloured. It was slender like a dolphin, and Mr Fujita seemed not to be satisfied
with his own drawing. After finishing the etude, some amendments were made to
the head and the outline of the body. | had many opportunities to go on board
with Torres Strait Islanders who went fishing dugongs and had several
opportunities to observe a dugong which was washed ashore. When | saw Mr
Fujita’s sketches, | once again clearly remembered many encounters with dugongs.
When | first saw a dugong in the Torres Strait, | could not see any resemblance
between a dugong and a mermaid, such as Mr Fujita referred to in his notes.

The later life of Mr Keniji Fujita

When we decided to publish the late Mr Kenji Fujita’s rare documents, we had
an opportunity to conduct an interview with Mr Fujita’s eldest daughter and her
husband. I shall now describe several episodes from Mr Fujita’s life. In so doing |
shall supplement this sketchbook and memaoir.
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Mr Kenji Fujita was born as the second son of Mr Ushima Fujita and Mrs
Shimano Fujita. He had nine brothers and sisters. He was born during the Meiji
period, but the exact date of his birth is not known. | heard that Mr Fujita died in
Heisei 8 (1996) at the age of ninety-two, so presumably he was born in Meiji 37 or
38 (1904 or 1905). The house where he was born was ten metres to the west of
the site of the Mydjin primary and secondary schools in Kozagawa-cho,
Higashimuro-gun, in Wakayama. The exact place name was Mydjin Aza Ichiburi,
but the small village was called Oyanagi among the residents.

As he wrote in his memoir, Mr Fujita was sickly in his youth. His sickness
appeared to be caused by a stomach ulcer. In those days, he was engaged in
agriculture and cutting undergrowth from the bush. After the war, Mr Fujita often
sewed his own everyday clothes using a sewing machine. When his daughter
Toshiko asked him about his sewing skills, Mr Fujita told her that he worked for the
men’s dressmaking shop in the neighbouring town of Koza for two years and learnt
how to sew men’s clothes there.

Around the house where Mr Kenji Fujitta was born in My®gjin,
Kozagawa-cho, Wakayama 2017/10/28



After returning from Cossack, Mr Fujita married Miss Suzue Wada, who was
from Mydjin Aza Oyanagi, Kozagawa-mura. There was a quite a big age gap
between them. Mrs Toshiko Fujita told me that her mother was born in the Taisho
period. Mr Fujita had sent all his money earned in Cossack to Japan. When he got
married, he built a house, where his daughter and her husband currently live, and
started their new life. It seems he excavated the end of the ridge facing the Koza
River. The address of his house is not registered in a residential area but in a
mountains and forests area. (Japanese village addresses are classified in two
categories: an agricultural and residential area and a mountains and forests area.
Perhaps when Mr Fujita built his house, he did not change the registration from
the mountains and forests area to the agricultural and residential area.) The house
is thirty meters to the west of the house where he was born.

A father who loved machinery
According to Mrs Toshiko Fujita, her father worked in the field and rice paddy
after returning from New Guinea, where he had spent some time as a prisoner of
war after the end of the Pacific War. At the same time, he worked as the person in
charge of rice polishing for the farmers’ cooperative. He also produced pressed
barley. After her father resigned from the farmers’ cooperative, he bought a rice-
polishing machine and continued working as a freelance rice-polisher. Of course,
he was also engaged in cutting trees and tree branches and cutting the
undergrowth of the forests. Her father really liked any kind of machinery. He
bought all sorts of agricultural machines such as a cultivator and a tractor. The
neighbours often came and asked to borrow her father’s agricultural machines.
Her father also produced cotton work gloves by setting up his own machine. At
that time, two or three households were engaged in this kind of work in the village.
As Mr Fujita wrote in his memoir: ‘Those who worked overseas for a long time
have special memories.” Mr Fujita’s experiences during the days after the war as
recounted by his eldest daughter, Mrs Toshiko Fujita, made me imagine clearly
how he spent time on the tropical sea.
Mr Fujita named his second daughter Midori [green], which must have
reminded him of the dark blue colour of the tropical sea. He may also have named
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her after the blue-green colour of the deep water from the clear Koza River, which
flows in front of his house. Mr Fujita began portraying the deep images in his heart
on page after page of his sketchbook, and wrote his memoir, after receiving some
advice from his second daughter Midori: ‘If you have so many memories, just write
them down.” Perhaps the people surrounding him could not picture the images
from his days in Cossack, but the way Mr Fujita spent his days revealed the deep
images of the tropical ocean that were chiselled in his body. Mr Fujita’s deep
images appeared as the wisdom of later life.

Firstly, the saw Mr Fujita used every day was not an original Japanese one,
which is pulled when used, but a western one, which is pushed. This involves not
just a difference in the direction in which effort is applied when a saw is used. As
is clear when you use it, the use of western saw must be learnt as whole-body
movement, including the posture customary in the west. He also kept his diver’s
suit, and the canvas in which he wrapped it, till the end of his life. They must have
been the remnants of his Australian life.

The technique of yamatate
Along with such concrete evidence, there were some skills which Mr Fujita
acquired with his body. It was interesting to hear about the time when Mr Fujita
set a snare basket to catch eels in the Koza River, which flows in front of his house.
To confirm the place where the snare baskets were set, Mr Fujita used features of
the mountains as reference points, such as the peak of this mountain, the peak of
that mountain, and an outstanding feature on the mountainside [Yamatate] .
Mrs Toshiko Fujita told me that although other people used roadside objects or
riverside objects to confirm the location of snare baskets, her father always used
the features of the mountains. Of course, he could have used riverside objects, but
Mr Fujita opted for mountain features. Perhaps it was easier for him to use the
mountain features, or he may have become attached to the way he used to do so
in Australia.
Yamatate is commonly used amongst Japanese coastal fishermen, and this is
the way for those spending their life at sea to confirm their current location or to
navigate. That is, this is a basic technique from life on the lugger that enabled a



crew engaged in pearl fishing to navigate between fishing grounds and to confirm

a fishing location in the fishing ground at sea. This is a kind of triangular survey
method and is usually referred to as yamatate or yama’ate. Mr Fujita worked for a

long time as a tender responsible for the lifeline of divers on the lugger, and he

was also a sailing manager while the lugger was in operation. Therefore, he must
have thoroughly mastered the yamatate method. As Mr Fujita wrote in his memoir,
his seniors, who knew that he was not strong, trained him rigorously to make him

a tender and taught him the yamatate method. The training continued for several

years, and Mr Fujita failed many times. However, as Mr Fujita was brought up in

the mountains, he was a person full of curiosity and his observant eye captured

the scenery at sea from the lugger in detail. Without noticing, he fully acquired the

yamatate method with his body. In his sketchbook Mr Fujita drew a meticulous
illustration of this yamatate method, and he also used this method to draw some

coastlines and the shapes of islands. His sharp observant eye and meticulous way
of measuring positional relationships were fostered by his life on the lugger.

The use of pulleys

Mr Fujita’s son-in-law, Mr Masaki Fujita, praised the way his father-in-law used
pulleys. Mr Masaki Fujita particularly praised the way his father-in-law lifted heavy
objects on his own by combining multiple pulleys. For example, Mr Fujita lifted a
big tree felled in the mountains on his own using multiple pulleys. On another
occasion, when Mr Fujita was transferring soil to a field which was above his height,
he did so not by using a wheelbarrow to carry the soil, but by using a pulley to lift
the soil from the field below. According to the episode | heard, Mr Fujita arranged
bars in a V shape on top of a log and combined several pulleys and ropes to make
a kind of crane. Then he lifted the soil by himself and created a rice field.

Cossack, where Mr Fujita stayed, played a role as an outport not only for the
people in Cossack, but also for the people in Roebourne, which was twelve
kilometres inland and a centre for administration and for stock farmers. As Mr
Fujita drew in his sketchbook, ketches docking at the wharf usually had a simple
crane installed for loading and unloading cargo.
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Regarding the use of pulleys, | also heard the following episode. When the Koza
River flowing in front of Mr Fujita’s house was flooded, the first floor of his house
was inundated above the floor level. Then Mr Fujita made a big square hole in the
second floor, and lifted some furniture, including a refrigerator, to the second floor
using a pulley.

To operate a pulley properly is an essential technique for the sailing on the sea.
In his sketchbook Mr Fujita drew many pictures of the luggers owned by his
employer Mr Muramatsu. Moreover, all the pictures Mr Fujita drew are of the
lugger with all sails unfurled. When the first diver or the first tender asks the crew
to unfurl all sails of the lugger, he orders, ‘Chocho ni seyo!” [Make the shape of a
butterfly!] At this crucial moment, one must pay attention to the pulleys set on top
of the mast and to several sails. According to the direction and strength of the wind,
the first tender must adjust the direction and speed of the lugger, while the lugger
is in operation or moving between the fishing grounds. He must raise or lower the
three sails (mainsail, foresail, and jib) and take in or furl them using rope and
several pulleys. While navigating between pearling grounds, the first tender must
also control the rudder, which is resisting the sea tides, using the rope and several
pulleys set on the quarter deck of the lugger, all by himself.

The first tender was responsible for all these tasks. Mr Fujita who worked as a
tender for a long time was responsible for the operation of the sails and rudder.
During the fishing off season, it was also the tender’s task to order the crew to
overhaul the lugger. Mr Fujita loved machinery by nature; he must have
thoroughly known the structure of pulleys set on the lugger and must have
improvised in the event of an emergency.

When we read in the note accompanying the sketch of a ‘diverboat’ (the
Japanese pearl divers called the lugger a ‘diverboat’) that ‘we enjoyed sailing just
by relying on the wind as we had no propulsion engine’, the image of Mr Fujita
sailing the ‘diverboat’, just by using several pulleys and the rudder on the
Australian sea, coincides with that of Mr Fujita using the pulleys in his everyday life
after he returned to Japan.

| shall add one more episode. When we looked through the pages of the family
album, we noticed Mr Fujita in an unusual posture. It was a photo of Mr Fujita



cutting wisteria vines on the cliff beside his house. He placed a ladder and a log on
the cliff. Mr Fujita was standing on the middle of the log, and both his legs were
resting on fifteen-centimetre stakes alternately driven left and right into the log.
When Mr Fujita was operating the lugger, he went up and down the mast to
confirm a distant destination and the location of a coral reef on the shoal, and
occasionally to adjust or mend the pulleys near the top of the mast. Although there
were no stakes driven into the mast of the lugger, the stakes on the log must be
an application of the practice on the lugger. The way of life in Australia was etched
into Mr Fujita’s everyday life in Japan after the war.

Mr Fujita cutting wisteria vines on the cliff beside his house
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| happened to recount the following episode to the eldest daughter, Mrs
Toshiko Fujita.

When your father was on his way to Cossack, he stayed at the Satsumaya
inn in Singapore, which was run for migrants. Although for sanitary reasons
he was told not to do so by the inn’s master couple, your father bought
some ice sold on the street by raising them with a thin rope. It was so hot
that he could not help doing so.

Mrs Toshiko Fujita quickly replied. ‘In his later years, my father often did so in
our house.” According to Mrs Toshiko Fujita, when the mobile sales wagon came
by on the prefectural road along the Koza River, Mr Fujita attached a basket to
some rope and bought whatever he wanted, such as lollies and sweets, and lifted
them using the basket and rope.

Everyday behaviours that Mr Fujita developed in Australia may have reminded
him of the life in Cossack, and he may have often been lost in memories of his
youth in Australia. Once Mr Fujita began making the sketchbook and memoir in his
later years, his memories came flooding back one after another, and emerged in
his detailed sketches. Not only Mr Fujita’s skills, thoroughly acquired by his body,
but also body images appearing in various places, were expressed in his
sketchbook and memaoir as ‘precious memories’ etched into his heart.

The process of making the sketchbook

Mr and Mrs Masaki Fujita told me how the manuscripts of Mr Kenji Fujita’s
sketchbook and memoir were left with their hands after their father’s passing. The
eldest daughter, Mrs Toshiko Fujita, was busy caring for her children, and the son-
in law, Mr Masaki Fujita was busy with his carpentry work, so they had seldom
listened to their father talk about his Australian life. In general, Japanese people
are not accustomed to telling their children about the experiences of their youth.
Grandchildren may have heard about their grandfather’s experiences in his youth
just once, not many times. One day during Mr Kenji Fujita’s later life, his second
daughter Midori, who lived in San Francisco in America, came home to see her



parents, and she encouraged her father to leave a record of his experiences: ‘If
your memories are so strong, you had better write them down.” Then Mr Kenji
Fujita began writing his memories, as by nature he liked writing.

When they checked the articles left by their father, there were two
sketchbooks, two large notebooks with white covers, and fair copies of twelve and
twenty-two manuscript papers with squares for four hundred characters.
According to Mrs Toshiko Fujita, all the writing materials, except for the
manuscript papers with squares for four hundred characters, were the remnants
of his grandchildren’s educational materials from their schooling. The sketchbooks,
watercolours, and pastel crayon that Mr Kenji Fujita used were also left by his
grandchildren.

When we read the content of the memoir, we see that Mr Kenji Fujita first
made a draft in a large notebook as he remembered his past. Nonetheless there is
not much difference between the drafts and the fair copies in the way he related
his past. Even in the drafts written in the large notebooks, Mr Kenji Fujita dredged
his memories from the bottom of his heart and wrote them down without any
embellishments and with no hesitation. Although there were some notes added,
there were neither deletions nor amendments. The trip to Cossack, the life on the
lugger there, and the draft pencil sketches, which were later included in the
sketchbook, were written down for twenty pages. Then the account of the Pacific
War as a civilian employee of the army was written for twelve pages. Finally, the
family history and the family tree continued for thirteen pages.

The two sketchbooks and the fair manuscript of the Cossack memoir (though
not the large notebooks) were taken to America by the second daughter Midori,
as she was the one who had advised Mr Fujita to write them. Mr Fujita thought
that there was no point in him keeping them, and he wished these documents to
be kept by Midori, who showed some interest in his memories. However, after Mr
Fujita passed away, Midori thought that these documents should be kept in her
parents’ house, and she brought them back from America. That is why these
documents were kept here in Japan.

On the last page of the sketchbook Mr Fujita wrote the following message:
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Although these sketchbooks and writings are dear memories for those who
worked [as pearl divers] over there, those who do not have these
experiences would not be interested in them. You can take them back when
you return to Japan. Now | am writing down the memories in my notebook
from when | was in New Guinea. It is rather difficult to draw pictures about
our life in New Guinea. | haven’t drawn any pictures yet, but | am writing
down memoirs little by little in the notebook.

After finishing the sketchbook and memoir of life in Cossack, Mr Fujita added the
above message on the last page of the sketchbook. When | first read this message
in 2011, | was not sure what it meant. It may have meant that the sketchbook was
made in Cossack, and he was happy for his friend to take it back to Japan. However,
as Mr Fujita wrote about New Guinea, the notes should have been written after
the war. For some time, | wondered when these documents were written, but
suddenly the circumstances became clear. | understood that this message was
addressed to his second daughter Midori who lived in America when | heard how
these precious documents were made from Mr and Mrs Masaki Fujita.

Features of the memoir

Until now | have been writing about the features of the sketchbook. Now | shall
briefly write about the memaoir. First, | shall comment on Mr Fujita’s memoir of the
voyage to Australia. By the end of the Taisho period, the routes for the voyage to
Australia and for international steamers were more or less established. Some
Japanese people went to Australia for the first time soon after they graduated from
higher elementary school (equivalent to the first or second year of junior high
school, that is at the age of thirteen or fourteen), others went there at the age of
about twenty. Everything must have been interesting for these young people to
hear and see, and they must have had many experiences on the way to Australia.
However, almost no documents were left about the voyages to and back from
Australia. No memoir was written by the people who went to Australia. Therefore,
it is very precious to have Mr Fujita’s memoir which was written by the traveller
himself.



The story of the failure of a public phone in Japan, the depiction of a chestnut
seller, a barber who Mr Fujita happened to see on board while berthed in Shanghai
during his international voyage, the communication with a Chinese foreign officer
in writing, many signboards full of Chinese characters seen in Hong Kong, which
made Mr Fujita feel relaxed in an unfamiliar place... Most present-day overseas
travellers would identify themselves with these episodes. Then he describes the
relationship between the Asian ethnic groups who came on board and Mr Fujita
himself, and his realization of the gap between the rich and the poor, as a deck
passenger wearing school uniform, which was commonly seen in Japan. Then Mr
Fujita writes about the racial discrimination experienced in Roebourne, where
most residents were white people. Mr Fujita describes his first taste of the tropical
fruit mango. Although he had already experienced typhoons and a river flood in
Japan, Mr Fujita marvels at the severity of the natural dangers such as the coastline
in the Western Australia with its massive tides, threatening thunderstorms, and
cyclones. And then he marvels at the everlasting, vast, reddish-brown land.

The second thing to note is the account of the operation of the lugger, which
was heavily influenced by the wind and tide, after arriving in Cossack. He describes
the change in the operating area, depending on the growth of seaweed in response
to variations in the sea temperature, the strict human relationships on the lugger,
based on the job classification system, the rewards system, any increase in the
amount of pearl shells, along with innovations in fishing technique. | would also
like to draw attention to his writing about the competition between the divers.

What is described in the sketchbook and memoir is not just the record of a
migrant worker and pearl diver, but the life record of an ordinary person who
might be found anywhere in the southern part of Wakayama. Mr Fujita’s
experiences, and his later life supported by these experiences, manifesting as
wisdom in everyday life, can be shared with many people. Therefore, we have
decided to publish these documents.

Finally, regarding the notes in the sketchbook, we tried to keep the
transcription of the original as much as we can as an archive. However, we changed
old Chinese characters into those Chinese characters designated for daily use in
Japan, and the old kana orthography and declensional kana endings to new kana

29

orthography and declensional kana endings. As for the notes written in the
pictures, we added symbols such as A, B, and C to those pictures, and then we
displayed the Japanese reprinted sentences and their English translations,
corresponding to these symbols. Regarding the placenames and simple notes
accompanying the pictures, we added numbers where these placenames and
simple notes were. Then we provided a list of placenames and simple notes in the
left column. In some places we added English explanations in brackets.
Furthermore, if the pictures were of local scenery or bird’s eye views, we added
current satellite photos to assist understanding. We thank Google Earth, Apple
Maps, and the Australian Government National Map for allowing us to use their
satellite photos and maps.

About Cossack

A short history of Cossack

Cossack in Western Australia no longer appears as a placename in an ordinary
atlas in Japan. Some may remember this placename associated to the Pilbara from
where iron ore is exported. Even those people who are interested in Japanese
migrants who went as pearl divers to the north coast of Australia before the Pacific
War may not remember this placename. Compared to placenames such as
Thursday Island, Broome, and Darwin, Cossack is less known. This shows how few
records were left and how little research has been conducted on Cossack. In
particular, the period when Mr Fujita spent time as a pearl diver is scarcely known.

However, this was the very first place where pearl fishing was begun in the
tropical oceans of Australia by Europeans, who noticed the gold-lip or silver-lip
pearl shells (Pinctada maxima) worn by indigenous people on ceremonial
occasions. That was in 1866.

At that time this place was called either Mystery Landing or Tien Tsin. Ten years
later the placename was changed to Cossack, after a battleship that visited there.?
Then, almost at the same time, land around Roebourne, which was twelve
kilometres south-east of Cossack, was claimed by stock farmers. Cossack became



the only base port in north-western Australia for exporting livestock to Asia and
bringing in living supplies.?

At first, indigenous people were employed to work in the pearl fisheries in
exchange for flour and tobacco, and they were driven very hard. Inhumane acts by
white men who dreamt of making a fortune at one swoop were so widely known
that they left a major blemish on the history of Australia.? The difference between
the full tide and the ebb tide was about six to twelve meters on the north-western
coast of Australia, and pearl fishing was conducted only on the ebb tide. However,
when resources dried up, pearl fishing was conducted by skin diving. For that type
of fishery, workers were brought to Australia from the South Pacific. These workers
came via Sydney. By the beginning of the 1870s, Asian workers were introduced
from Singapore in Southeast Asia, from Kupang in South Timor, and from the Sulu
Strait in the southern Philippines. If white people had been employed, the work
would not have been profitable. An early precedent was seen in the southern part
of Shark Bay. After the introduction of diving apparatus, Asian workers were
brought not only from Sorol, Alor, and Makassar in East Indonesia, but also from
the island of Java and from the Philippines.* When gold was discovered in Australia,
many Chinese workers immigrated to Australia. Perhaps it was due to the
descendants of these Chinese immigrants and to the immigration of Chinese from
Hong Kong and Singapore, that a Chinatown emerged on the outskirts of Cossack,
as shown on a map made in the middle of 1890s.

The arrival of Japanese people
It is not clear when Japanese people first came to this place. It has been
suggested that from the end of the Edo period to the beginning of the Meiji period,
Japanese people employed on foreign ships disembarked at Australian ports and
were subsequently employed by the pearl fisheries. In the Occurrence Book of the
Cossack Police Station there was a record of the arrival of Japanese people as the
crew of the North Australia Pearling Company based in the Port Darwin in 1885.>
As | shall discuss later, in 1884 about seventy Japanese people were employed
by an agent in Hong Kong. Fifteen of them disembarked at Darwin. The destination
of the rest was Thursday Island. It has also been noted that for several years after
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1884 the major pearl fishery run by the white people moved their luggers with the
mother ship based at Thursday Island to Northern Australia and Western Australia.
Perhaps some Japanese pearl divers employed at Thursday Island were on aboard
these luggers.® They were mostly based at Derby in the interior of King Sound.
While they had some disputes about the fishing fee with the West Australian
colonial government, they were already operating near the Montebello Islands and
Barrow Island, which were included in Mr Fujita’s sketchbook. In Darwin, pearl
fishing became a fad for a while in 1884, then remained stagnant till 1892, when a
second boom began. While the pearling business waxed and waned, pearlers in
Cossack and Onslow recognised the high efficiency of Japanese pearl divers, and
they may have gradually started employing more Japanese divers and crews.

Isuke Hamaura (Charlie Japan, Eijiro Hamaura), who appeared in Darwin in
1892, had arrived in West Australia in 1880, and worked in Cossack and Broome
for nine years from 1883.7 Although the number of Japanese migrant workers in
Cossack was relatively small, compared to other pearl fishing bases, they
presumably began working stably after Jiro Muramatsu became a pearler in 1906.
I shall talk about him later in this introduction.

By the way, Cossack’s resident population in 1896 was 729 in total. It was made
up of 259 white people (209 permanent residents, 20 temporary residents and 30
sailors), 350 Asian contract workers (during a non-business period), pearlers,
shopkeepers, and 212 indigenous people.® However, once stock farmers began
settling in the Kimberley in the northern region of Western Australia, pearl fishing
was conducted mostly on the Eighty Miles Coast and in King Sound in the north.
Then the bases for pearl fishing moved to Broome overlooking Roebuck Bay and
Derby on King Sound. To compound matters, the Cossack port was hit by a cyclone
in 1897 and became shallow. Then in 1904 the Point Samson Wharf on the Indian
Ocean was opened. As a result, the use of Cossack as a port in north-western
Australia gradually declined, and the town of Cossack rapidly dwindled in size.

Let us talk about the Japanese people in Cossack. Together with Muramatsu,
who | shall talk about later, some other Japanese people appeared in Cossack,
including several shopkeepers, K6z6 Nishioka and Eki Nishioka, who ran a photo
studio, and Yasukichi Murakami (who arrived in Cossack from Wakayama in 1897



together with his friend Kumazo Asari). However, they had all moved to Broome
by 1990.° When Mr Fujita stayed there from Taisho 14 (1925) to Showa 5 (1930),
Cossack was already almost deserted. Jirdo Muramatsu was active as the main
lugger owner and as a shopkeeper. The town had a store run by Muramatsu, a
liquor shop, about fifteen white people’s residences, and four or five Japanese
houses in the ‘Japan Town’. As Muramatsu managed ten luggers at the Cossack
base from 1906 on, Japanese pearl divers survived. During the pearling off-season,
at least forty Japanese divers and crew were added to the population of this
deserted town.

‘Kameya’ and ‘Okin-san’

In a picture in Mr Fujita’s sketchbook, we can see that there was a shop with the
strange name of ‘Kameya’ in the town of Cossack. At first, | thought that it must be
a Japanese store named ‘Kameya’. However, as Mr Fujita notes in the sketchbook,
there was a canning factory there processing turtle meat when he made his voyage
to Australia around 1925. | shall write about this factory a little more. According to
a newspaper article published in West Australia in the early 1930s,° the main
fishery was the Montebello Islands, 150 kilometres from Cossack, and green turtles
were captured there. The name of the factory was Monte Belo Sea Product Ltd.
They declared that turtles under ten kilograms were not to be captured to protect
ocean resources.

At that time turtle soup was considered a gourmet food in Europe, and the
company sent a sample to London. The newspaper article reported that not only
canned turtle meat and canned turtle soup were made from the turtles, but that
toilet cleaner and medicaments were made from turtle oil, and turtle shells were
used for fertilizer in London. At the beginning of 1932 a general meeting of the
company was held in Perth, and the company tried to raise 10,000 pounds in
capital so that their market would be expanded worldwide. However, when Mr
Fujita returned from Darwin to Cossack around 1935, after five years absence, the
‘Kameya’ factory was closed, and the factory building had been transferred to
Muramatsu, presumably because he was one of its founders. As the factory was a
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stone building, it became a place where the crew of the luggers, including Mr Fujita,
could rest from the summer heat during the pearling off season.

There is one more episode | would like to mention. In his sketchbook Mr Fujita
writes that he met ‘a Japanese woman called Okin-san’ at the ‘Beadon (Onslow)’
port. Then ‘he was treated by her twice.” About Okin-san more detailed research
has been conducted by Noreen Jones and Yuriko Nagata, who is my research
colleague. | shall briefly write about Okin-san on the basis of a primary source!!
left in Australia, which my co-editor Keiko Tamura obtained.

According to a source obtained from the Immigration Bureau, ‘Okin-san’ was
born in Nagasaki on 14 March 1878. The Romanised full name, supposedly written
by the officer in charge, was Kin Arakawa. The name she herself recorded in the
signature column could be read as Kin Yasukawa, Kin Ogawa, or Kin Agawa,
depending on whether the signature was written in Chinese characters or hiragana
(the basic Japanese phonetic alphabet). She went through Australian immigration
procedures in Darwin in August 1895. Although one source recorded her
destination as Thursday Island in Queensland, another recorded it as Cossack.
(According to Noreen Jones, Okin-san’s destination was Cooktown in Queensland.)
Perhaps she was a karayuki-san (a term for Japanese girls and young women who
went overseas to serve as sex workers during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries).

After she moved to Onslow in West Australia, she settled there. She gave a
birth to her first son Eddie with her Japanese husband in 1910. Then she had her
first daughter Sissi the following year. She had two more sons. According to the
registration of foreigners made by the Onslow Police Station in October 1939,
Okin-san was a housewife and her husband (the father of two sons) was born in
Penang, which was one of the English Straits Settlements, in 1871. His name was
Siam Ahmat, and he was older than Okin-san by seven years. Judging from his first
name Siam, Yuriko Nagata assumes that he was Thai. However, as he was born in
Penang and his surname was Ahmat, he must have been Muslim. So, as Mr Fujita
wrote in his sketchbook, he was likely to have been Malaysian. The Okin-san whom
Mr Fujita met was a woman of about fifty.



According to an interview conducted by Noreen Jones in 1999, Okin-san’s
youngest son and her grandchildren remembered that Okin-san cooked sashimi
and sushi, made soy sauce from soybeans, grew vegetables, and raised chickens
and ducks. At that time many Japanese people lived in Onslow, including the crews
of luggers, vegetable farmers, and cooks. They formed a small Japanese society.
Mr Fujita wrote that ‘Okin-san seemed to have four children (including a son aged
twenty-five and a daughter aged twenty-three)’. Her eldest son Eddie, her
youngest son Patrick, the eldest daughter Sissi, and Okin-san were all interned at
the time of the Pacific War. Her Malaysian husband and another son who went to
the front with the Australian army avoided internment. When she was released
from internment after the war, Okin-san went back to family life, as her husband
was an English subject, and her children were all born in Australia.

Jiro Muramatsu

Although there are some documents about Cossack during the period up to the
1890s, not much information remains on Cossack during the 20t century. In that
sense, Mr Fujita’s sketchbook and memoir are precious records about Cossack.
Perhaps | have now written enough about Cossack, and | will conclude. What
remains for me to write about is Jiro Muramatsu, who was Mr Fujita’s employer.
Although Mr Fujita wrote that Jiro Muramatsu was an Australian-born Japanese,
he was in fact born in Japan. When Mr Fujita was employed by Jiro Muramats, Jird
was in his mid-forties to early fifties. He was also a well-established entrepreneur
who managed ten luggers and was well regarded amongst white people. Perhaps
it was Jiro Muramatsu’s gentlemanlike behaviour that made Mr Fujita think Jiro
Muramatsu was an Australian-born Japanese.

His father Sakutaro Muramatsu arrived in Australia in Meiji 21 (1888), and three
years later in 1891 he opened the shop in Cossack.? His son Jirdo Muramatsu wrote
in his diary that his father was born in Shizuoka Prefecture (Suruga) and that his
mother was from the same prefecture. According to David Sissons, Jird Muramatsu
was born in Kobe in 1878, however it is highly possible that he was born in Fujieda
in the same Shizuoka as his father. Little is known about why Sakutardé came to
Australia and what he did before he came to Australia. However, he had some
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knowledge of the Japanese people who came to northern Australia to work as
pearl divers and of the places where they embarked and disembarked.

Sakutard’s name appears in old Japanese government documents. Thirty-seven
Japanese people were employed by John Miller, and in 1883 they were first
granted permission by the Foreign Ministry and formally sent from Kanagawa
Prefecture to Thursday Island in the Queensland colony. In the following year
another sixty-nine Japanese people were sent there through the intermediation of
Fearon, Low & Co. in Kobe. The names of two Japanese persons from Kobe who
mediated between these Japanese workers and Fearon, Low & Co. appear in the
document: Chobei Takeda and Sakutaro Muramatsu. It is not clear whether they
had a thorough knowledge of the content of the work contract and the actual
situation of the workers or not. When the contractors arrived at the actual place,
they found that some pearlers were swindlers. One of the contractors fell sick a
year after his arrival in Australia and came back to Japan. A friend introduced him
to Kakuzo Hirayama in Kobe. Hirayama burned with righteous indignation against
the pearler who had swindled this Japanese worker and prepared a written
petition to the government. It appears that the worker himself did not present the
petition either to the government or to the mayor of Hyogo Prefecture. However,
two years later a newspaper reporter stationed in Kobe heard of the story from
Hirayama’s friend and wrote an article in the Choya Shinbun newspaper, which
provided a platform for civil rights groups to publish their views.*? It exposed the
miserable life of Japanese workers in Australia for the first time. The government
requested the mayor of Hyogo prefecture to conduct an investigation into the
matter. A copy of the petition was left with Hirayama and the names of Chobei
Takeda and Sakutard Muramatsu appear in it. They acted as mediators between
the Japanese workers and the agent of pearlers, but how deeply they were
involved in this matter was not known. Itis only clear that Sakutaro Muramatu was
well informed about the rise of the pearlers in Australia and the migration of the
Japanese workers to Australia.*

In any case, Sakutaré Muramatsu opened a shop in Cossack and dealt in daily
necessities, clothes, accessories, and pearl diver’s equipment. He was quite a well-
known person in Cossack. Having built a base for his life in Cossack, Sakutaro went



back to Japan to bring his son Jiro (who had already moved to Kobe from Fujieda
in Shizuoka) to Australia in 1893. The father and son arrived in Broome in
September of the same year. After spending some time in Broome, Jird came to
Cossack the following year. A year later, in June 1895, Jird entered a private school
(Xavier College) in Melbourne. While he was studying there, his father Sakutaro
passed away and was buried in Cossack. At that time Jird was nineteen years old
and did not yet qualify as a legal heir. Jird took over his father’s work once he
turned twenty-one years old. Whether he thought it would be easier to run his
business or not, Jirdo became a naturalized British subject in Victoria, Australia.

Jiro got married in 1905 at the age of twenty-seven. He entered the pearl
fishing business. As major pearl fishing activity had gradually been moving north
to Broome in the 1880s, it may be assumed that Jird bought the luggers from white
owners who were no longer able to finance themselves. Then J & T Muramats
quickly expanded their pearl fishing business. By 1912 Jir6 had already been given
permission to manage ten luggers. It is not clear how many luggers were owned
by the white men based in Cossack. According to a revenue report made in 1915,
Jirdo owned eight luggers and employed more than half of the pearl divers in
Cossack. It was also reported that most freehold land in Cossack was owned by the
Muramatsu shop. The Muramatsu shop, his home, and ‘Kameya’, where European
settlers produced turtle meat and turtle soup around 1930, which all appear in Mr
Fujita’s sketchbook, were among his possessions. Eight luggers, including the
Editha, which was the first boat that Mr Fujita worked on, were licensed to Jiro,
who was given permission to employ fifty-six contractors.

However, Cossack ceased to play a role as the base of the pearl fishing industry
during the 1920s. Being also affected by the Great Depression, Jird Muramatsu
moved his base to Darwin with half of his luggers in 1929. Mr Fujita, the author of
the sketchbook also moved to Darwin. The move was an indication of the strict
legal regulation on pearl fishing in West Australia. Presumably Jiro Muramatsu was
anticipating more relaxed regulation of the pearl fishing industry in Darwin in the
Northern Territory and was attempting to expand his business. At the same time,
Jird remained connected to Cossack and left four luggers there after his move. Mr
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Fujita worked in Darwin for five years and then returned to Cossack, for which he
felt a strong attachment.

Jiro Muramatsu began his business in 1906 and obtained licences for ten
luggers. After that he continued to apply to both the state and federal
governments for permission to increase the number of luggers and contractors.
Although Jiro Muramatsu became a naturalized British subject, he could not
overcome the obstacle being an Asian (or a coloured) person. After Japan attacked
Pearl Harbor on 8 December 1941, Jiro Muramatsu and his wife Hatsu were
arrested. They were sent to the Tatura Internment Camp in Victoria and
subsequently, on 7 January 1943, Jiro Muramatsu died from pneumonia, while
receiving treatment for cancer, at the age of 64.

| have written a long introduction
for Mr Fujita’s sketchbook and memaoir.
Those people who worked as pearl
divers in the tropical oceans of
Northern Australia had their own life
experience and life process. Each
person’s name and each person’s life
process would not appear in a general
description of history. Nonetheless, we
are lucky enough to have the
sketchbook and memoir which Mr
Fujita left. We will be happy if they
remind us of the thousands of lives
devoted to the pearl fishing industry in
the oceans off the north coast of
Australia.

Tombstone of Sakutaro Muramatsu in
the Asian cemetery in Cossack 2017/09
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List of Sketches

1 Pearling grounds based on Cossack (eastern part)

2 Cossack, Western Australia

3 Muramatsu Store and the wharf in Cossack
4 Cossack and Point Samson

5 Point Samson jetty

6 The east entrance of Flying Foam Passage

7 Seabird

8 Bowerbird

9 Entry Harbour (1)

10 Shark and Devil Ray

11 Sea Apple and Semi-twisted shell

12 Entry Harbour (2)

13 Regnard Islands and the surrounding sea (1)
14 Regnard Islands and the surrounding sea (2)
15 Yamatate to fix the location on Sea

16 Lives on board of lugger

17 The spot where many basket stars grow

18 From Sholl Island to the Mangrove Islands
19 Sholl Island

20 Turtles come up to Sholl Island to lay eggs
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21 On nearby Mangrove Islands

22 Dugong

23 Turtle hunting

24 Types of sea turtles

25 Turtle hunting and sea snakes

26 Montebello Islands

27 In the vicinity of the Mangrove Islands

28 The ports of Beadon and Onslow

29 From the base of Cossack to Exmouth Gulf, the westernmost pearling ground

30 Diver boat (lugger) owned by Mr Muramatsu

31 Lugger owned by Mr Muramatsu (1)

32 Lugger owned by Mr Muramatsu (2)

33 Diving suit

34 Turtle hunting while diving

35 A diver and fish

36 Net fishing

37 Tanimbar Islands

38 Operation route between Cossack and Exmouth Gulf
39 Muramatsu Store

40 Memoir of pearling
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There are many crayfish (rock lobsters) in this place.

A place of refuge (as for a ship) at the time of rainstorm
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Flying Foam Passage » R/ L DA T (£ E7
7 B Jb3%#0 Northern part of Dampier Archipelago)

A | The east entry of Flying Foam Passage

B | There are many hawksbill turtles in the shallow water.

C At the beach on the north of this island, we waited at night to
catch Hawksbill turtles coming to lay eggs.

D The island looks white because of the bird droppings. We
collected cormorants’ eggs on this island.
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H e — - 1 ke 2 ! D%
There are many cormorants on the island marked as 4 on the @© sury & 3 t S EREEEEL
(Anadori, Shearwater) 3 £ 211wz P8y
previous page. We take a dinghy to collect their eggs. We A b A
, @ triow ! :
float the eggs in the seawater to select fresh ones. Once we (Chérai, Australian Gannet) ,‘; 4 »; ‘ B {§23
collected plenty, enough to fill half a drum. We boil them and o 2l * ¢
B b LAz n? N P ;
eat them day after day. Around mid-October, sea turtles start % % A 7ZP7 (Gannets lay the , ; 3 :
to come back to lay eggs. Usually, we eat them raw on rice, but eggs on the sand) L o
we also boiled them. Also, shearwaters (their cries are similar ~ ®«
&
to black-tailed gulls) dig burrows on soft soil and hatch their eggs. = - .-\ .
= .'.-' ar
When we put hands in the burrow, we get bitten. So we make . ,\(,\ '(-,:‘:.: A
: st & .
spoons out of wire and use them to rake the eggs out. The eggs [
were boiled and eaten. We also eat the birds. B A
% % S =
Also, white sea-gull-like birds (gannets; the Japanese called them i ? @\ Z\ E Z: % ? 7\ ;J) 2 }:: /; /i( ; ;i Z/ 5 ;)]
— . N & - 5 . B . 7 2 N .
chérai) gather in thousands on the beach during the breeding ;7\\ % f s ZE ? 73 W ;(\ é [; 2 g j; 2: % ,/7: /l\
: z ° - 7 x R - - + N AN N
season and lay their eggs. They eat fish. They lay their eggs ; (:L\ % % 7% % & 5 kS Jj Zg 7: J) lﬁ—\ A r \/(\ Fr ;)
B o oS A v E -
neatly in square shapes on the sand. These eggs are edible, /C\ 12 - ¥ 7 & o L 5 ﬁ: J: ( [=EEUN é T 1
= # 13 g S A g P
: @ B b o oo g Lo R S A
although | did not have a chance to eat them. A woE o < - s 7 e Ny A ;}g g
- B W D N % e ’X & PR e
When the eggs are hatched and thousands of chicks are on the ; i ;’ﬁ; X % 9P f ﬁ? & % D *f it j% 5 ?Jf ) E
& P T T R A U S s
beach, the scene is just amazing and beyond description. | do not PAERW LA \ ° fj EI 2 f\ S N ’f\’ g <“
. = ) 2o _
ir eges < ov T h M ook ok p T E o B Lo g od
know why they lay their eggs in neat squares on the sand. w L =Y + % A & b % ¥ < A F . 5 "
5 S %iﬂg%%ﬁligﬁi;ﬁiiﬁfﬁ;
] i b - - B N N
Shearwaters do not seem to be able to see during the day, so it is 9 ? DA g l/E'? 4 ; z E ;:3 (RN 7 U [T
T 3 /AN SEPAN - oz 2B
easy to catch them. They seem to come out of burrows after j; )7; b Q = Z ig ; ;7 & i :C\ AT ;é %; % ;\ A
i T ?\ N A A S + B ° * ~ E ) -
dark probably to catch fish. < i) -z vy B T ¥ ?‘i Sy 0 X x & - 0 <
: DD EF o T 0 0 W H o B T B W
B, }j & ;f H oW T A ff S A - S N §
1z A h % o9 ¢ Y0 9 F o ¥ N B -~ F
7 L S A AN S S
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Do I — )L
(Bowerbird)

@

@ M (Wolf H#IL M) &5 -
TWBH N, AR (dingg) ThH
% 9 (It seems to be dingoes.)

Bower Bird (=7 ¥ K1)

In northern Australia, there are birds called bowerbirds and they are black in colour and

about the size of chickens. They live in pairs. We shoot them. (The meat is very

tasty) Once | saw more than ten pairs of them together. | hear each of them collects

leaves in order to build big nests to lay their eggs. | saw such types of nests here and

there.

Wolves

On an island off the coast, there are wolves and they dig out turtle eggs. If you do not
carry a fire stick with you, they will attack you. The natives are really scared of them
and they do not go out without fire. When they sleep, they keep the fire and a dog
close-by. In Western Australia, | do not hear about the wolves along the coastline. |
also do not hear any sheep are attacked by them, but once in northern Australia, | saw
two glaring eyes in the dark when | went to catch turtles at night. The natives were

scared and they stopped walking alone at night.
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=& W.Intercourse Is : < e @© == %

(Muddy place)

@ 7=
(Entry Habour?)

@ 3B HAr
(Site to scrub the
bottom of luggers)

- A

7 v ) s~—s3— (Entry Habour?)

D C B A

= = Z 1z 7

( 2, z v

ol 5] 12 = b

A D 4 ()
2N % 1 (AN

= D = %5
7 # M J AN

Y B 7 o

A Pr 1 F »

}) v 3 :}:
We often call at the Entry Harbour in March if there is bad weather ) v 1 <
and in the spring tide at the end of the year. Ea A 3 >
) ‘ % 1 %
}% € N

B | We often find many devil rays here. B R VRN
12 ”n I =

7N 5 j; W

C | Refuse site for a heavy storm ; %; =
) g
D | We can find many clams. There are many clams on the beach. % T
b
&
n
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Large sharks might have their own territories. When we

dive in the area where sharks are, they come close to us i%h
almost without fail, circling us or drifting with us.  When ;E}f
a large one of three metres in length bumps me with its ?
grinding teeth visible, | feel scared. | try to stay still :<)
without collecting pearl shells, and drift with the boat é{:

with the tide until sharks go away. Then | wait to get out
of the water.

When | get out of the water, | dangle a long string from a
shell bagin the water. People say that the shark can only
bite upside down as its upper jaw is longer than the lower
one. Once in Broome, about 70 Japanese drowned in a

storm and many sharks know the taste of human flesh.
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That is why we need to watch out. In Cossack, | have not
heard of anybody being eaten by a shark, but it is really

scary when a large one comes closer to check on me.

Devil rays are also scary. When the seabed is cloudy, they come to the surface and

move their mouths. They swim here and there and some large ones
2.1 metres long. | have not heard of anybody being directly attacked.

caught in the front of the ray, it is difficult to untangle and dangerous.

are about 1.8 to
But if a pipe is

| hear that they

are quite strong. This fish is a type of stingray and they usually live in cloudy and muddy

parts of the sea.

Their belly is white.

A poisonous sting is here.
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@O *va (xvar=za)
(Sea Apple)

@ #»avia
(¥ 772837 T7hH14)
(Semi-twisted shell)

(B3 E£#MA (realsize)

X7 7 Eav7 7771 (Semi-twisted shell)
KREEE E (P ARHET)

e L R R T R R R R R RN AR R R RRR Y

The sea apple is a type of trepang and they are found in groups on some sections on the C B A
- - = -

A | seabed. When they breathe, all of them open their mouths. When that happens, the ;fL fgﬁ /C\ ;L g :E\ ’g ,( i + ,7< g i‘

N E S S
seabed looks just like a flower bed. t:“ f)\ n ;; %() g lg E\ E\ N j:) j; < i’i
DL EoL oy T E S S F
2 r V2w ooyt T o Ao I
Many semi-twisted shells live in the area where pearl shells are found. In Western L =z 50T oy #& N Koo
, , Wz o] L s B B oz o5 3 2 p
B Australia, such areas can be found here and there. When we want to eat some shellfish, Brolk 3 C B & T 1%%; S/ Z %8
/AT DT R VA S A N F T
we dive down with a bag to catch them. They are left overnight to get rid of sand and » » 2z 2 R ﬁ}( W 32 ‘z;% 75 i B
LN o Nk x5 7 e S Y
then are boiled. So many beyond our imagination can be found together. ° o\ >z ; W &3 oo 72‘ ; v
L R (S N z 2
T w5 o D ~ é L Mo
The sea bed is beautiful with its various plants and colourful fish swimming among \%‘ B }7: ;‘ < zf; C % L + 1+ ;’{T
o | s T £ L
them. Itis as bright as the scenery on land and as impressive. The sea plants sway »or L5 2 A A L\ Z{ :;r +
N Fe < o N ﬁ:_ e o Y N o 3(—
with the waves in the water, but they turn stiff when we try to break them and they oy & & T Z P : v
C A SR R 2 og 2
cannot be broken. Ty ¢ B B N B
wog oo < 1 » = E 7
Sandbanks with no vegetation are also pretty. There is some vegetation where pearl Ej B 72: L; lJ:- z(‘ W ‘)\ f ;; 7?
~ T L ) @7
shells live, but sandbanks without vegetation are beautiful as they are. 3 R S A + < b 2
X HE - W 5 W o~ Y L =
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(Site to scrub the v eyl A :
bottom of luggers) p ) ;};}' 2 by
» PATe (D f'. % 2 43
y ' 7 @ TR oN—3—, __,,!7'.. T "0 f ¢ ¢}
v ) ! : il
Shoal Bay , ~F = (Entry Habour ?) ‘ v o™ !
4 (Muddy place) o < N
W. Intercourse Is |
i@
MW if
"‘zl ” #
East Lewis Is
$ /\_ P 73 ) # /N A
SN
Wae v ~ Z & 2 0 o =
4, v 5 KR & ¥ % A
o /S G B 2 |
/ ° T [ T F
Bk #o#o, W T
) LA - s 7
7 >~ k1) s~—s3— (Entry Habour?) T oE A
5 5 2 A b
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£ om b oe
Up to March we collect pearl shells in the Entry Harbour, or work in the nearby X g Y oz D
mn ‘F - 2&
places. We come back to the harbour during bad weather. We enjoy ourselves A B ;( I+ ‘jg
12 m S R
in the harbour. We are also back here at the end of the year. A T S ;2\
A 7 ’9: T W\
In the past divers and crews had more time to enjoy themselves. On Saturdays, Z H *® %
* %
they worked only half a day, and fished for fun. Even when they were offshore, X % ° ,%:
C X
they often gambled. T 3 &+ )\
W T i
- A #PT
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N (3232323100110 R L R R P PP r
@Qrz )7 w9y 7
(Victoria Rock) B

Q N.E.Regnard @ NE L7 F—F

(North East Regnard) @ .

S.W.Regnard @ SW.L 7+ — K
(South West Regnard)

\
N
e

E

L 7'+ — KB (Regnard Islands) B A
v fto®R
7 T D
k 1 A
Y on —
7 ¥ L W
: $ W}
Many algae plants (about 3 shaku [1 metre] long) grow all around = %; % ;;s’i
o B 3
A this area. We start working in the season when not many algae 77) ; 7;:
plants are found. We can find many kinds of fish. We fish for i /N
B <A
squid in a dinghy. 2 - &
L o~z
i1 £ <
n - : o % L
B The way to position the Victoria Rock using landmarks is explained & 7
. 7=
on the back of this page. %) ( =
) (OE
° VRS
A=
b R
o
1]\ A

w

(=) BOIKHF-—FNT
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Many algae plants grow and we cannot see pearl shells. Therefore we
collect pearl shells in the season when not many algae plants are

found.

On the beach anywhere in Western Australia, we can catch black
seabreams, young mullets, and whitings using a cast net. While
working on the boat, we can fish chinafish, which is the size of

trevally. They are delicious tasting like trevally.

| TR R

We can catch a lot of squid where many algae plants grow like at this
place. Algae plants grow around most of the islands, so we often go

to fish for squid.

We often find crayfish (look like Japanese lobsters) where there are
rocks. We can find so many of them on the beach in the spring tide
especially on the north side of the most northern island of the Flying
Foam Passage. | caught easily 14 or 15 crayfish there, and still there
were many in tide pools on the dry beach. | think there would be

many around here.
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N. E.

N.E. Regnard

L7 = FONRIOBENS

S.W. Regnard

ONE. L7 F+— K
(North East Regnard)

@sw. L7 +—F

(South West Regnard) . ) ®
B W T e p— S
B EZ7r)T w7 A
. o4
(Victoria Rock) ; A B
- 4 ‘(
bt ,,7 ;o
1 3
.’ ‘)4 (!.
i 1% ., ®
B
o . . . N o
We always position using the landmarks of the right and the left side . B~
A | hills, and remember places of shallow water, and navigate and E ;j% :C
i L %L 9
determine the places we collect pearl shells. e 2 |
+ ZIE
B | Detached rock at the northern side of N.E. Regnard | % 4
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@Osw.L 7 +—F

(Victoria Rock)

GNELZ7+—F

(South West Regnard)

@ k77 w7

(North East Regnard)

> EToH B ZF (Meals on board of lugger)

On Sundays, we cast a fishing net, draw a beach seine, and shoot kangaroos. The divers
usually buy sugar and red beans. We also get together to cook and eat zenzai (rice cakes with
sweet red bean soup) and ankoromochi (rice cakes with sweet red bean paste) using red beans

and sugar which are provided by the divers.

Positioning the places for pearl-shell diving using the landmarks

On every third or fourth Sunday, tenders and crews change ropes. After we finish the
preparation for the works for the following week, friends gather to talk about their
hometown and the news from home, and to exchange magazines. News from home is
shared among us. We even get some news which is not reported in Japan, and known by

every one of us.
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Steamboat Is

Fortescue Is

'Q

Mardi Is

vy

O H=H =H g o

2

@ Stenboat Is
(Steamboat Is)

@ Alynally Shool
(Ordinary Shoal ?)

@ Fortescue Is

@ Mardi Is

White mangroves: the trees are short and submerged in the tide.

Many roots come out. It is not possible to pass through the wood.

The course along which the luggers usually sail.

Fortescue is on near land.

Black mangroves grow in the intertidal mudflats.

They are relatively tall, and grow straight.

Place where Mr Seigoro NABIKI died.

Many basket stars grow at the spot, and the depth is around 7 fathoms
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Fortescue Is

|

Sholl Is
S Mardi s

Long Is

N Sandy Is AngleIs

S Passage Is

K

From Sholl Island to South Passage Island

There are many sea turtles and dugongs from this area to

the Mangrove Islands. (There are also many pearl shells.)

Mr Nabiki died in this spot where basket stars grow.

Sandbank which comes out at low tide.

Sandbank segment which grew from sand coming from

Barrow Island.

@ Fortescue Is

@ Mardi Is

@ K—brxav

(Fotescue Creek)
@ #m 2 (Coastline)

® <7 o—Th
(Mangrove bush)

®) sholl Is

@ Round Is

LongIs

(9 Middle Is

Angle s

@ Monday Reef
@ Solitary Is

@ Passage Is
South Passage Is
@9 North Sandy Is

74 ks~ Z (Lighthouse)
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There are many shearwaters on this island and they lay eggs in burrows they @ AT = 7 I-A
(Steamship course)

dig out. They are small birds, but their eggs are about the size of chicken
@ va—IL747vF

eggs. Boiled ones are tasty to eat. The birds cannot see well during the day, (sholl Island)
so they stay inside the burrows, but they come out at night to catch fish. B
Their beaks are sharp and they would peck us if we put our hands in the N

burrow to collect eggs. So, we use a tool made out of wire to roll the eggs

out. The birds are just edible when they are grilled. Such birds probably live

on other islands.

The soil on the island is soft. Shearwaters dig burrows in various places [ —
on the island. No trees grow on the island, but only grass does. Gannets C B A

lay their eggs on the beach. A 0B 9 v + z 9 Iz % T &, = s Iz o & Z
B © 12 F AR £ & M £ AR e L oz h T E D
T B L fi kL F £ F A 22 G S YA B
Gannets, seagull-like birds (the Japanese call them chérai), gather in w1z C o ®\m o9 ¥ B = W E 99 % ¥ B T |Z
. &  EK T N7 °x 2 % 9 AN F
thousands during the breeding season and lay their eggs simultaneously L X~ & = 5 ¥ z % 7 ¥ 0 t R ¥ B % 2 b»
< L o~ o B ° 0 ¥ A4 [ % 5 F % ¥ ° %
on the beach. The eggs are laid in a pattern of neat squares as if they ho®R R 2 0B E B O~ ANE S5 ° 2 v B B Y
B ) % o R %L (2 H h e H B ¥ howoz
measure them. The eggs hatch naturally. | guess this is the same on > o F | OB ¥ F 1L & N z 3 ~ oz AN A
~ B T = N ;o A Z 8 o o> H oW X £
other islands, but from the mid-October various types of turtles crawl B % ° T 98 b B T 0® A zZ W o 7 ° (¢
o0& 2 98 % L oW W % WwoB 5T 0 B
up to the beach. They dig holes about 15cm deep, lay eggs there and D R VR S S S - B ) %L D - S I GRSy
T R O B L ¥ o1 & & ° % ~ Nz 5 RO &
cover them with sand to hide the eggs before returning to the sea. = el A X -9 F AT z o X zZ 2 A
< B D 2 D S G 2N y ¢ L #® = T
Most of the many chicks and baby turtles that are hatched would not W o BB Z 3 5 = 7 X > AT SRV 2RV
£ T & z ~ 0o v T A 7 % AN I B T N
survive as they are eaten by birds and fish. Turtle eggs are hatched T L o »n @' B A T 1 & 5 4% % T Y >
R S /e B N VA S AW [EQ Iz T oY o M
after 14 to 15 days and babies come out of the eggs by themselves. S 4+ X R 12 & 3 B < no®m (R o X
%" -G R B 2 Eoon - T B | A
P tt H» £ = L — X 12 3 ~N 2 F o oo B
S L » 3 ¥ T 4 u 9p ° 5 0 T 12K -
3 C - S K n oo K v o= £
T t o+ 9 E 2 A £ 1 L T o T = R
A AN o= /AT A QR e
Xk *® T F A °z E X o ® o9
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v 2 —)L'B (Sholllsland)

A | Aturtle comes ashore on the beach at Sholl Island.

At night when the tide is at the neap tide, turtles come to the beach
to lay eggs. They check the beach and approach there gradually on
B | one wave after another. They crawl to the dry section where waves
cannot reach, dig holes to lay their eggs (10cm to 15cm deep), lay

eggs, and then return to the sea.

After laying eggs, they smooth the surface thoroughly and return to
C the sea. Green turtles and Loggerhead turtles come ashore before it

gets dark.
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Barrow Is Shoals

~

Great Sandy Island

Mangrove Islands

From this area to the Mangrove Islands, there are many sea

turtles and dugongs. There were also many pearl shells.

The green parts are the area where mangroves grow.

Sandbank segment of Barrow Island

There are two kinds of mangroves: white mangroves and black
mangroves. They grow intermingled. They grow in wet places:
white mangroves are warped, and black mangroves grow straight.

Both are like evergreen oak and are found a lot in wetlands.

@ North Sandy Is
@ South Passage Is
@ Popu Is(Pup Is)
@ Sandy Is

(B # X B,Mangrove Is
(Thringa Is)

@ East s
@ 7 (unknown)
Low Is(Weld Is)

@ Lightfoot Reef

Sandy Is

(Marry Anne Reef)
@ Thige Is (False Is)
@ West Is
@ North Is

a3 e e e e e s e

G i A
37 E oo 7 .;1_@)

e

Steamships’ course F | Lighthouse G | Luggers’ course
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In  Western Australia, dugongs live among |® 7 (Tuskofdugong)| D C ‘ B A

44

mangroves and eat mainly algae plants. They are
large in size, and in northern Australia, a caught
dugong was taken to the beach as a whole to be
cooked. People cut out pieces of meat as they were
cooked. In the early years of Showa period [around
the late 1920s], we were given a dugong which was

caught by a company boat in Western Australia.

When we cooked it with miso paste, it was delicious

as it had similar taste as pork and rich in flavour.

) Yy d

4
4

(VY u X

o : D C B
(Its size is twice as large as a pig.)
WA w2 A 8 2 X v K = Ak T L B -
P 3 L S { 5 o 7 £ ANN)) AN S=1
. . . 5o = & ¥ vt OE = R /B oo T
In Port Darwin, an old white man with a lame leg used to run a n Yy 5 4 B o o O % . N
AN 2o o - F x| ST - T CORNE /A N - SR
small shop where | bought various things. He was selling lizards, WA - R T A D Dy 72 T Y SO =
2 Eowox oo E T T B
baby turtles and baby crocodiles which were all stuffed, as well Rt 7L T2 ®o~ 2 I~ A7
2, 5 < Az T g T o - o o v
: - ; : I C oW B 1 o - g R S O
as dugong tusks. This old shop owner was injured in the First o PR A A woow R -
) . . . 7= D < O O A e - N 3 »
World War and received military and service medals, which he ¢ B ( kR = 2 5 % = E
3 S no#oE v S ~ K o Mg
showed me. A A B S NI X T % 5 T B
W & N L XK M) 5 = AR~ 75 B = G et
% - = ¥ o W & X r - oz A
When | was working as a diver, | thought | met two dugongs on 5 WK B G it <« <« R o <
L 5 a v " % i AR "
the sea bed. | thought their shapes were looked far from w [ H oo = 7 » X A - T R
m 1z T L 3 r~ " [ Di Y B 7’2
. : ) R £ 5 AT wmooE AT 3
mermaids, as some people have described them. S » T » = NN S A C
¢ L o < - b 3 H £ % 5 3l X
. . . 2] Sooo NG/ z ° o E °F L
I hear that there are still many dugongs in Western Australia, but » x o o r = - ® o> <
R b z 2 X % L & I ®&
it might be difficult to catch them as they swim fast. W L Iz X c & < o oom T o~
mn ( W # 2B ' T oK <
5 NS £ T < ~N B w v
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When we are at the sea for work, we spend our Sundays to fish and catch sea turtle
alive by spearing them. We cook them for food and turtle meat which is boiled slowly B A
i A n % & t » & &
is really tasty as it has a lot of fat. As a matter of fact, the meat is firstly dried and Z 0 A ?Z& B N % =
. L L VB )) PO I - AV S S
A | then eaten, but all the intestine is also eaten and nothing is thrown away. % N T S G B AN
o P N R S S G =
When we catch a turtle, we hoist a flag to let other boats know. Divers and tenders v R S L R
_ , #n w % > - B < 3 <
come to the boat and enjoy the feast. We talk about home and work, and discuss 57 - Lz z L NEE: B
. n B 5 5 D s 7y g
where to sail next. { y 2o o WY -
#e ; WA é; W ; z L1
| ) o N N
.- ok oz ® o o 8
7y & z X b L & s %
noT o T & | B
3 . ! - >
When Pacific black turtles, Hawksbill turtles and young Green turtles are boiled for 7 z iﬁf if ; = k“{
ﬁt :V L E= AN \‘% L= ;
B about two hours, the shells and plastron become tender and can be eaten. When ~ B §' j’() | o %{\( f) &
=] 3z N N N
Pacific black turtles, Hawksbill turtles and young Green turtles are boiled for about 1; a/f ° g > % 2 % Ej
p i £
two hours, the shells and plastron become tender and can be eaten. T E 2 ;7 f\ 2 L}: ,f)‘
B > T
P = N T oA
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@ #ZMo&

We cannot find tasty turtles in Japan as we do in Australia. .
(Australian sea turtles)

This is the tastiest turtle, and the shell and intestine are boiled @ 2N
in water for about two hours and cut into pieces to be eaten. | (Pacific Black turtle)

hear that this type of turtle cannot be caught in Japan. Its meat @ F7® (Green turtle)

is dried and eaten. @ 55 b

(Young Green turtle)

This turtle is large, but quiet. It has bad breath, so we don’t eat
® (FA4=4) oI he
it, but their eggs are large. They come ashore even during the (Hawksbill turtle)

day to lay eggs. They are big enough for a person to ride on. @ ##% (Loggerhead turtle)

The meat is plane but tasty. We eat all its shell and plastron.

H G F E D C B A
Just as Pacific Black turtles, the meat is very tasty. The shells = < o B F = 5 = v — =
. K ' T XK ERERA - T R K - & K
are treasured as tortoiseshell. < SR + S X % |2 < £ <
3 5 D VA ° ¥ h T v X 'K s
A SN = ° N 7+ =
I heard this type of turtles reach Japan on the sea current. They E Z\ E%Z % ’ff'] F’S ’LC é B :5\ /Z: ;\ }TI\
s ey N ,\ N o
come to lay eggs. We are scare of them as they have pointed E% f)\ /LE( 2 % <\ f’\ j; ;@( ;5]) a ? ?
beaks and can bite. The walls of their stomachs and bowels are g \L\ ; ? /<( E:C W \Z 03 ,E fl? B ,Z\
D — -

o N o % b
thick and tasty. gl 2N fg E ; . ? \L\ {\:t s ;
X z oL W ! 9 o M w
[ o L O » B W i, &,
We eat all types of turtle eggs, but the eggs of Hawksbill and h W ° W i 1t b f) 14
o - ~ °oop ° G S L = '
Pacific Black turtles are delicious to eat as raw eggs. v 53 =2} ke 1z X W B ~
= ®E 7 B oW o A
. % o L E: ~ - » mo n
We also eat them in Japan. ) B IC ~ b < T iz % i
" nok = : * & |l F L || v
Ay 2 % - VAR L & o

£ ¢ 9 ° % < =
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Turtle Hunting: There are many sea turtles in Western Australia and they
mainly eat sea plants. On our off-duty Sundays, we unload a dinghy from the
boat and some of us go turtle hunting. When we find one, we use spears
which are for dolphin hunting to catch it. After a long struggle, we finally lift
it onto the dinghy and return to the boat. We cut it into big chunks and boil
it for about two hours before slicing them into small pieces and serving them
with soy sauce. Turtle fat and intestine are much tastier than meat itself and
everybody enjoys them. The meat is dried on mast ropes and eaten later
when we sail through the night. Once we become familiar with the flavour,
we look forward to the next Sunday. When | arrived in Cossack, a white man
was running a turtle meat canning company and the produce was sent
somewhere. But the business was discontinued probably because they could
not sell the produce or the business was not viable. The building was
impressive and built out of stone. When | was there, the building was owned
by Mr Muramatsu, probably because it was mortgaged. The building was
unusually impressive for such a remote town. We used to visit there as it was
large and inside was cool. It was confiscated due to the war and some white

Australians are probably living there now.

PLTTTeY

Sea Snake: Many sea snakes live in the sea and they coil on the lifeline or
come to the three glass plates on the helmet. In the area where pearl shells
are found, sea snakes are abundant and | see so many in one day. | hear they
are poisonous, particularly small ones are extremely poisonous, but they do

not cause any harm to us.
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@Qzvr~—n-747vF || G F -
(Montebello Islands) | 7 = i @

@ South East Is
North West Is
@ Trimouille Is

Hermite Is

@ North West Is

&)+~ T# (Coral reef)
(&) Hermitee Is (Hermite Is)
@K =% —7 (Bigreef)

®o—7147 0~

(to Barrow Is)

NS
o~

g SRR AN

G F D B A
. o~ % A + R W
Montebello Islands o E ol s - x PP
N W4 [ [ 5 B
oL~ L E i & T 4
) : : . : =~ %5 | = n [0 N2
A We could not find many pear shells in the islands. | went there twice. It is far off oL # < + = o
. A ST ° » o)
the coast, 20 miles offshore. 5 7 PN \ ) % B
oo~ 12 & E »n ol
. . . b G4 (= 50w
Big stepping stone C | The shells are big, but not many can be found. [ v & Py R
(1 ' ;OC % % O :
; . 1% A < A
D | We cannot pass through at low tide. E | Apoleis put up to mark the spot. - ? A J/Z; C PR
. t) WY M < E ) -
The beach is pure white, and if there are sharks, we can see them immediately. D A Sy £p 14 =
5 T - N o
F | There are no trees. It is a very good island to enjoy ourselves, but there are very ;_ LO 2: L?— L \‘\ jfg ;
R N < .
few pearl shells. 1R g W 751 WL
e EZ ) B 2 3+ 2
Montebello Islands: there are not many pearl shells. | heard that the Australian BR B : h ° )
G % [E S o k2
government carried out atomic bomb testing later on in the islands. L =% \*\ |
7= C 4 ° v
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@ Weld Is

@ Joelee(False) Is

@ Little Rocky Is
Mangrove Islands

@ North Is

Mangrove Islands . Il (® Mmiddle Is

@ South Is

@ Herald Is

NE Twin s

(9 sw Twin Is

Twin Islands

Coolgra Pt.

Mangrove Islands

Near the Mangrove Islands. Many mangroves grow on the coast, and they also
grow in the water. Black turtles are found everywhere, and many mullets and

other fish can be found in the creek. Dugongs may be found.

A sandbank which comes out at low tide

We refuge here during a storm.

Steamships’ course

There were many pearl shells in the area from Sandy Island to the Mangrove

Islands.

Luggers’ course
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Beadon & Onslow

@O v rAu—FVKS
(Onslow old jetty)

@ b—+ o4 (Beadon jetty)
(3 Z 7 —= 22— Z (Steamships’ course)
@ v—+>»n7 1) —7 (BeadonCreek)

® Wik
(Fresh water site on beach)

(® ¥ (Flatland)

A Japanese woman called okin-san lived at Beadon Bay. Her husband was Malay
with children (perhaps four children), a 25 year-old boy and a 23 year-old girl. |
visited twice and was treated to meals. Ships were moored for several days during

the season when wool is loaded. A lot of bales of wool were piled at the jetty.

A lot of wool is shipped.

At the creek of Beadon, there are five luggers owned by a white man’s company.
Most crews are from Taiji [town]. We work with the crews in a large-scale operation,
but we go back to Cossack without calling at the port. We occasionally anchor here

when the cargo boat does not come from Cossack or when we do shopping.

When we need water, we dig sand, and get fresh water. We fill fresh water

buckets (18 litre bags made of canvas) and carry them to the lugger.

At the company of Beadon Bay, Mr Shichizo NISHIIKE from Taiji is the head diver.
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N
North West Cape
: 4

. A
72N

y : Exmouth Gulf

Exmouth Gulf

Gulf, North West Cape

Refuge site for a heavy storm

@© 71— FK—}F - - a-2
(Luggers’ course)

@ v=<ry7Y=7
(Yammadery creek)

B KkE#%
(Site getting fresh water)

@ #—2+707 (Australia)
(B t—+ >~ (Beadon)
® # > Z2o— (Onslow)

@D 27—vav -9
(Fresh Water Tank Station)

777 7 (Exmouth Gulf)

©® /—v=2xv7
(North West Cape)

After the World War Il

Mr Haruji YAMAMOTO, Mr Tadao IIMORI,
Before the WW II

Mr Koichi WADA.

: Places where they collected a lot of pearl shells.

We work in the inner part of the Gulf
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Pole sail fishing boat owned by Mr Muramatsu (Lugger)

The lugger does not capsized even if it is tilted, owing to the ballast called ‘aen

barasu [zinc ballast]’ it carries.

Editha (No.19)

Crew members: 1 boatswain, 1 diver, 1 tender, and 5 crews

The lugger runs only with sails, and the pump is operated manually.
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@ v 7 Uibsail)

@ =7+t (Foresail)
B 4 v+l (Mainsail)

@ z=EL - )L (Smallsail)

B3 v 7+ (Fore topsail)

MR TIHEZIE ) AEDRAF

The draft of the lugger is more than 6 shaku [about 2 metres]. The lugger
A | carries the ballast called ‘aen barasu’ (rectangular stone), so it does not

capsized even if the ship is slightly tilted.

Allluggers until 1925 were sailboats, because there were no luggers with

engines and machinery pumps until around 1929.
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RAFEDOFT LN - R ETHDI A=K —bDAEY) (F
B SRR R O RICBE O 7z BERIR (BRMR) 24 IR T 5)

A

wW
N

(N) OB

C

F E D C B A
T w5 hE L 16 Z ¢ 3k
. T . . . ) # w58 7= W A tE
The tidal variation is very large in northern Australia and Western Australia. Even a big < 2 I+ < o K
A . . T W S & Iz SRS
steamship (tens of thousands of tons) can be beached during the spring tide. i < 2z * 5 18 7 o&®
A W % < W A%
B | Sometimes the boat sails so tilted, we cannot cook on the boat. ; ;f)r i ‘g \z_,\ ; i!
s < W = fs % "l 2R

S iz # 13 > D K2
C | Aboat sailing tilted L - ’ D
- z 2
D [ The fun of sailing is quite indescribable. Do © & 7
gisq L b 7= * 3 71
BN I 2 T
The boat drops the stern anchor in the harbour because it beaches at low tide. ﬁ F jE f)}; ;]]i W
: P
E The stern anchoring allows the boat to go with the tide when it beaches. It is not g: ;7]"\ ;\.‘ s g: <
W N
/ . -

necessary to do so where the boat always floats. J‘i ;: \t‘\ E /9'; PN
o j; o £ ,{éﬁ
F | Aboat beached at low tide i 5'25 7
A g %
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BAKANILA v B
TE A7 AL v b (Corselet) .
BB Y 2asm (Lifeline)

@© # 4 3— (Diver) -
@ ~ A vk (Helmet)

B Zaxk<(7) v 7
(Clip to discharge air)

@ 721y~ (Corselet)

(5 % (Lead weight)

(® #7k KL 2 (Diving dress)

@ PN 7% (Belt with lead weight)

#Do /= #t (Shoes with lead weight)

(© =¥ —,%17 (Airpipe)

A o
Lugger N D F 35
A
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Divers get up and down this ladder.
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(Sea Snake) wy s
@ A1 x
np1ih ‘
By L 3
142 \
! %
J b
¢ ¥ - 1 |
!"
» | B A
T A I X & 7
W7 xS
< v ®on FoAN
tox A
T % ¥ v on
S— P 7[: o fF ?
BYER (étude drawing) ros T 7o
" & SE C & n A
N 7\ K2 W o
2NN 200 I R
£ 7 S I S
4 T Z K& W
| draw a picture of a diver finding a turtle and catching it. bl f; 1z < % z
I 8 . o
A In order to catch a turtle, you need to grab it from behind before it notices < Z D E’ S
P E/2 T S 4
you. Once | caught a large Hawksbill turtle, but it escaped just before | ¢ i: A }L P/
& . E . Y=
reached the boat. In the water, turtles have upper hand than us. ) :l*i F 7;\ W OF
Iz X < T oF L
A EREONE R
B So-called Stick Point is covered by vegetation which looks like little stick- 50 75 ° 7?5 jfk °
x N
like plants and | feel as if | am walking through a bamboo shrub. > I H X DIPE Y ZJ \Z\ N
i ‘S\ -
Z ¥ K
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FN LB O 7 =7 X 71 (Snapper)
¥ 77 v 23F (Amberjack)

v Iick 24 =/ < 2 (Barracuda)

Divers occasionally have some problems as too many fish, such as almost
A | one metre-long amberjacks, swim around him and make the water cloudy.

They taste nice when we eat them as sashimi.

B | About 70 cm long (about the size of a yellowtail)

47 7 (Spanish mackerel)

111

SNy

s —

~
-
.4
24

B A

- 7 2 % &
R A ~ 2 A
fr X ¥ N

D7 SN
X 4 R S)
S [
v = b» b
~ R
7 ¥ Ic
) R N
v ° Y
N ~ 7
~ 1271 »
ERE

7 N 7

A

b ¥ -

W<

L 7 %

A B4

P

7 F

A -

v /(

v R




!&llrﬁ....lf.:f .\\. .
. £ ..\ ) au,\wlh. ...4\ I3 L 3
J@M#Mﬁﬁu)l?ﬂhﬂq/wnfﬂ.f?r G N, %.ﬁ,_ m \?ﬁa IS A—wmﬂb m «U..wfﬂd.vvim.ﬂal.k
R ¥
xw}ﬂ ) — - o
&,/N//\v@w@{wm;?ﬂtﬁ = ?9% T o S A S e Tx_7a1 azﬂ?\/n/_/amm

R ORER P A

1./&2

Jm= La.mjmflli_f?t \L q..u.

| v

a y Al Li.ﬂ/\

W% A

n.u. o.:?t‘__/_.ifﬂ{wlvu 1ot

\wfmvlllm/____ \.mmmﬂ.rlmu&/m.eb{.;&/\ #Ol&i/.?! gy
AL s TE, ASPE o e L

L
wl
B g0~ oy

N

7/\ wi.ﬂ.»fnr.w.,/

3
mw!q; W s St e u}.//\u,.f//wr ,.M SR " ___ K :
? ﬂ:ﬂ;ﬁw mzrw./n_v kﬂ/duﬁ(]&wf\i”;%ﬂu
AL RDT R \A;ﬂn?évx N )y
ST ; el . (] Jmﬂ/ = ; ! L
R S\ 7 v oSN = weliwe U
L#I/K//&Mﬁﬁbﬁ ht/\.l/./ww X % JM.N

,A AT T - Iu?@_/al/
£ % [ PPN >
w/ {v A )= r? S

/wﬂ. i = o MI;J % e
1/..;&0#;.4 Vlrw/c.ﬁ.at/?\mh,..y:b,__vznﬂ/ %44,0./@“@,%0/& Y 1.47?%
S\ : &
(,ﬂ/,%k/yvk @«5 Bl LA™ Gen ;ﬁarmﬁ/aciﬂl,a:tw i

e e ,./.%,Jt. o miﬂz Lmﬂw SR

l - - Y AN 1e o 4 __\s - ton «
SNl R ER R S A S B N

= ¥

f..L % v 2T C T -
=TS ST SN TR ok S S e PR T U, R S

> ,HH«MJ T 5
P o hl?,aa. )\m/.a,...rm.uz.ﬂ 5 SR %f.n.%.,t mfﬂm.{/Nﬂ,/L Tl —« Q5 o0 Cr<—

%v}}lvh /ﬂ%& AJLﬂlﬁsz ﬁiﬁ&ﬂl?f?ﬂffﬁ/m ?Léu),%/.bra??tﬁN J

I e T N o N D R e



We go to catch mullet with a seine net when the tide is right. When a large
school of fish come, we catch them with a net and gradually pull the net to
the dinghy to haul them in. When we are lucky, a large school of mullet is

caught and one catch can fill half a dinghy.

We use the No 6 net and the pulling ropes are thick and always well

maintained.

Semi-permanent fish net setting. White people catch fish in this way.

When a lugger sails, we throw in lures, which are called "ken-ken".
When we catch tuna, bonito, Spanish mackerel, and amberjack,

we slice them into sashimi, cook them with soy sauce, and salt

@® &5 % (Metal net)

@ 71vva74y
(Fishing line)

@ 3171 v—
(A fathom of wire)

@ =E#%E (Pearlshell)

(B & T (Bird feather)

them to dry overnight. Sometimes, we cannot fish much during
the winter. As there are plenty of fish in the area, enough fish for
the boat crew (seven men) can be caught. There are times that

we catch too many. Then we sail without throwing lures in.

We go to a creek for bait fishing. When the tide is coming in, we
can catch plenty of barramundi and mullet. It is easy to catch
various fish for dinner with baits from the boat, such as black sea
bream, rock cod, trevally, chinafish and fourstriped grunter that
the Japanese call gui-gui. We did not have fishing gut then, so we
used thin wire instead. It was easy to catch many fish. (It must

be fun to use artificial fishing gut.)
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Tanimbar Is

Port Darwin A

Broome

Y

Arafa a, Timor Sea & Indian Ocean

Thursday Is

@ v =77 (Wewak)

@ =2—*=7 (New Guinea)
(3 K#E (Thursdayls)

@ 800 < 1 /(800 nautical miles)

® ==y )T7HE
(Gulf of Carpentaria)

® A— "~ =+ > (PortDarwin)
@ 71— 2 (Broome)

R=bh~y K7 VR
(Port Headland)

(©® =—%* (Cossack)

ship.

A boat called Mavie was a newly built boat larger than an old handle pump boat,
with a Japanese type of engine, and operated by three Japanese: Mr Higashi (ship’s
doctor), Mr Maruyama (engineer) and myself (captain). Three of us with two
Japanese passengers and about ten people from the South Sea headed to the South
Sea without any charts. We reached Tanimbar Island where two Japanese and
Indonesians from the island got off the boat. We hired about 14 to 15 islanders and
reached Australia in four to five days. Since the weather was not good, we stayed on
the island for four to five days and returned to Port Darwin. Our boss (Mr
Muramatsu) gave me one month wage (ten pounds) as a bonus. The Tanimbar

Islanders who travelled with us were sent to Cossack (written in red line) by a steam

The end map indicates this part.
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Cossack ¢

Pilbara

Dampier Archipelago

Onslow

7" Barrow ls.

Montebello Is.

Pearl Shell Fishing Ground from Cossack to Onslow

&7
North West Cape

@ South Is

Middle Is
North Is

@ Weld Is
@ Barrow Is
@ Montebello Is

@ North Sandy Is

@ Angle Is

Long Is

Round Is

Sholl Is
@ Fortescue creek
Mardi Is

@ Steamboat Is

North West Cape
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When we see waves breaking from a distance, which are often seen in the sea of the
South Seas, we wonder if there is a shallow or a reef there, however, as we get close to
it, we often find out that it is a large school of tuna or bonito (Japanese fishermen call
it “Namura”), which is often the case. We can catch the fish as many fish as we like
when we come across such a place. In addition, we can catch a plenty of fish around
the divers by floating lures; this fishing method is called “Ken Ken” When we catch too
many fish, we release them by cutting their mouth with a lure, and then they go
somewhere.

Because the sea becomes muddy from the middle of October and not many pearl shells
are caught, we anchor our ship in the lee of an island to avoid winds and do “kame-
kaeshi” (to catch Hawksbill turtles during the night watch) and we make various things
with tortoiseshells and bring them as souvenirs when we return to Japan.

On around 10 December (the date may be earlier or later, anyway, at the time of the
spring tide) all the ships return to the port of Cossack together after a long absence.
And we unload the pearl shells and the baggage of the divers to their accommodation,
then the baggage of the tenders and crews were unloaded, then tenders and crews
started camping. Under the direction of each tender, we remove all the diving gear
(pumps, pipes, helmets, corselets, dresses, shoes and so on) and the equipment of the
ships to the land, and sink the ships to kill the pest in them. All the things that might
wash away are nailed down. We let the ships soak in the water for the duration of the
two tides, then let the sunken ships float off and move them to the mangroves’ shore,
anchoring them with sand-bags in order that they do not lean nor move. By doing so,
we are able to welcome the New Year without being concerned about the next pearl

shell fishing season. As soon as crew members are chosen, we start repairing our ships

including sails, ropes and so on under the direction of our tender every day (we take
a rest on Sundays). Because it is for the first time in ten months to live ashore,
everybody works happily.

As there are many flies on the land, which irritate us so much, every house has a
double-door-entrance. It is said that the divers used to cast anchor and collect pearl
shells in the early days of the Taisho period, then, two or three years earlier than my
arrival, they adopted a new way in which they would collect pearl shells by being
pulled along by ship, which was called “Hippari”, and this produced the better results
for the pearl shell fishing. Mr Magotaro HIGASHI and Mr Koichi WADA became divers
and were given gold-rimmed watches and money as bonuses when they collected
nearly 10 tons of pearl shells, but, around that time, it came to be said that divers who
collected less than 10 tons of pearl shells were not good enough. The time when |
returned to Japan, divers came to be said that dives without wearing a diving dress,
which was called “a naked diving”, only wearing a helmet and a corselet. They did this
because it was easier to move without wearing the dress (it was not good for their
health though). Many people from Myojin! were working at Muramatsu Store
because Mr Kimoto was there and Mr Koichi WADA and others worked so hard that
they could send money to Japan. Mr Muramatsu made remittances to Japan
immediately when we asked him to do so. Mr Muramatsu was an Australia-born
Japanese who also had credit with the white people and was a person with virtue. He
had a wife and a daughter; | wonder what happened to them after the war (I heard
Mr Muramatsu had died).

1 TB8R4¥] | avillage in Wakayama Prefecture
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Kenji Fujita’s Sketchbook: Memories of Cossack, Western
Australia (1925 ~1938) 2nd edition, reprinted and edited by

Matsumoto, Hiroyuki et al. February 28 2022.
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