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Abstract

The present paper aims to assess the performance of ANN(Artifical Neural Networks) prediction for
short term stock tradings, from the viewpoint of Candle chart technicians. A methodologically different
nonlinear model will be compared with ANN. This paper will clarify the possibility of Candle techicians
to extract the available information from the previous day, especially with ANN.
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1 Introduction

A number of empirical studies have constructed ex ante forecasting models for stock returns (see e.g., the articles of [6],

[8]). Most of these studies have set their targets on predictions for long-term stock investment. In recent years, however, short-

term investments have also taken on importance in stock markets as IT technology has developed and market information has

come to be obtained easily.

Assuming that we are day-traders who aim at capital gain for short-term trading on stocks and bonds, what type of

analytical tools should we use for our investments? Market traders, including day-traders, often use technical analyses (e.g.,

Moving Average, Point and Figure, and Elliot Wave) for their predictions. The traders who are fond of technical analyses are

often called technicians. They display special figures which are composed of market prices at multiple time periods on the

chart, and they make strategies for capital gain. A Candle chart is one of the most popular analyses amongst these, and is

composed of Candles having daily stock prices (open price, high price, low price, closing price 1）. (See an example of a Candle

chart in Figure 1.) Many Candle technicians think that these 4 prices are the most important prices to symbolize the day’s

market and that Candles represent the daily stock market without the market noise. These technicians think that an intra-day’s

Candle has information available for market predictions for the next day and apply Candle chart to market predictions in

various ways2）. Can we extract available investment information from the previous day’s Candle bar?

It seems quite difficult for us who are not technicians to predict market movements only with Candles. Therefore this

paper presumes the Candle technician who acts rationally, does as follows:
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１）By contrast Bar chart is composed of 3 prices, viz. high price, low price, and closing price.

２）The technical analysis called Sakata-Goho, which analyzes Candle chart, is famous and used by a wide range of traders in Japanese stock

markets.
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The problem is how the Candle technician acts rationally with his markets. If the Candle technician intends to do so, he

certainly needs some tools to rationalize his behavior. This paper presumes such Candle technicians employ ANN (Artifical

Neural Network) technology, which emulates the human learning process. ANN is a trainable analytical tool for pattern

recognition problems, and has been applied in a variety of fields, including the financial research area. (See e.g., the article of

[5].) The purpose of this paper is to assess the performance of ANN (Artifical Neural Networks) prediction for short-term stock

tradings, from the view point of Candle chart technicians.

2 Experimental

2.1 Model

As referred to in the previous section, the present paper assumes that the Candle technician acts rationally for the purpose

of trading profits. Under this assumption, this paper has adopted the ANN approach and the standard Back Propagation

algorithm for learning rules against markets.

The assumptions of this article, which uses Back Propagation algorithm, can be summarized as follows:
）

＝

３） The feature of these layers is threshold logic unit which unites weighted sum with threshold function.
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The network is assumed to be input as a learning pattern x (x , ) Let the output from be and the input

into be . Then,

＝

Let the output from be , and be a nonlinear function. It is usually defined as a Sigmoid function. Then,

＝ ＝
＋ － －

－

is the threshold of . In the same way, let the input into be , the output from be , and be as Sigmoid

function, and be the threshold of . Then,

＝

＝ ＝
＋ － －

－

Let the teacher’s signal of against be and which gives the squared mean error ;

＝ －

Back Propagation minimizes by a learning process. According to the steepest descend method, will be modified into

. That is,

＝ －

where is a positive constant. As is in the hidden layer, this is rewritten as:

＝ － －

(See Proof; Appendix A.)

2.2 Data

This article selected NASDAQ daily return rates (for open price, high price, low price, and closing price) for the years

2000, 2001 as data. These were separated into those of (1)(the first business day of January to the the last business day of

November) and (2) (the first business day to the the last business day of December). (1) is used as learning data and (2) will

be compared with the ANN prediction. The statistical summary of closing prices of (1) are shown in Table 1.

2.3 Tests for Nonlinearity

The ANN approach deserves more careful attention. As ANN is a typical nonlinear model, the nonlinearity of a time series

should be tested with priority. This article adopts Runs test and BDS test for nonlinearity tests. In case the nonlinearity of the

time series is denied, it is needless to say that we should predict markets in the Candle techinician’s way, not with ANN, but

with some linear models. By contrast, in the case in which the time series has nonlinearity, we may think that we might use

nonlinear models, including ANN model, for market prediction. The result of Runs tests is shown in Table 2. According to the

result of Table 2, NASDAQ daily return rates (for open price, high price, low price, closing price) seemed to have linearity

rather than non-linearity.
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We should be more careful of applying time series, however, with a methodologically different nonlinear test. BDS test

is an excellent test which is verified for nonlinearity of time series. The framework of BDS test is based on the calculation

method of correlation dimensions. (See [1] [2] [3].) BDS statistics are the normalized statistics which are asymptotically

distributed normally with zero mean and unit variance.The maximum dimension ( ) is set to 4, and the epsilon parameter ( )

is set to a fraction of the standard deviation of the time series, and the half of a fraction of the standard deviation of the time

series.

The result of BDS tests is shown in Table 3. BDS tests rejected the null hypothesis in most cases. The result indicated that

BDS tests showed positive results for nonlinearity of the NASDAQ market in both the years of 2000 and 2001.
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－ － －
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2.4 Operations

According to the result in the previous subsection, if a Candle technician tries to act rationally, his prediction for markets

should be conducted with nonlinear models. First of all, this article adopted ANN for such for his market predictions. The ANN

operations of this article are shown in Table 4. As referred to in this section, the ANN of this article was the standard one which

had 1 input layer, 1 hidden layer, and 1 output layer. The input layer had 4 nodes and the output layer had 1 node4）. That is, the

1st business day’s each 4 prices (open price, high price, low price, and closing price) were set to 4 nodes accordingly, and the

2nd business day’s closing price was set to the output layer. The ANN learns the connection between the input nodes and the

output node via the Back Propagation method. This learning procedure was repeated from the 1st business day of January to

the last business day of November of the corresponding year. And with the accomplished topology through the learning

process, this article made predictions for the corresponding December.

3 Results and discussion

3.1 Results

The results of the previous section’s learning procedure are shown from Table 5 to Table 10. With this attained topology,

ANN predicted the closing price of the corresponding December.

(See Figure 2 and Figure 3.)

The Prediction showed a good performance. Although the quality of the prediction might be rough, it is due to the reason

that this analysis streamlined the network’s learning period to a minimum for the purpose of short term research. Therefore

ANN predictions might be formed accurately with more learning time. These results will clarify the claim that the previous

day’s intra-day market movement has highly available information for the next day’s market prediction. Therefore the strategy

of the Candle technician to extract the information for market prediction can be stated as a rational one. In addition, ANN has

the possibility of making good use of the information provided in the Candle bar.

From these results, especially, the ANN seemed to capture the volatility of markets. This phenomenon will be discussed

in the next subsection.

４）This article sat 2 nodes in the hidden layer so that this ANN could be composed of shaped triangles.

－ －
－ －
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3.2 Comparison and Discussion

As stated in the previous subsection, ANN seems to provide reasonable predictions to some extent. The performance of

ANN analysis needs to be carefully judged, because there is a possibility that other nonlinear regression models are more useful

using a Candle technician’s mindset. Many articles have studied this area using such comparisons. (See e.g., the articles [4]

and [7].) As stated in the first section, however, these studies have long-term investment standpoints whose targets are different

from that of this article.

This article adopted the standard nonlinear (NL) regression model as follows:

＝
＝

＋ ＋

The result of this NL regression is shown in Table 11.

－ － － －

－ － － －
－ － －

－ － －
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This article also predicted December’s closing price in the same way as in the previous subsection with a NL model

equipped with these parameters. The Performance of the NL prediction seems to be better than that of ANN from the

standpoint of RMSE5）. The RMSEs of NL predictions were less than those of ANN. In spite of these results, this article can

conclude that ANN predictions are superior to NL predictions, because the ANN will capture the dynamics of markets.

(See Figures 4 and 5. These figures show the density plots of ANN predictions and NL predictions, and real values. The

axis of the ordinate indicates the density and the axis of the abscissa indicates the return rate.)

５）RMSE is the root mean squared error between the actual return rate and predicted return rate.
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4 Conclusion

In the present paper, intra-day 4 prices have been used to extract available investment information from the previous day’s

market. The analysis has been carried out with an ANN application and also a methodologically different model in order to

compare the performance of the model. Even with the highly limited data used in this paper for ANN learning, this article

achieved the result that ANN showed significant results for predicting the next day’s closing price. Under the condition in

which ANN is used, a technical trader who uses Candle chart for market prediction will have the possibility of beating the

market.

Despite the positive ANN prediction results obtained, another study should be conducted using another ANN model. The

profound aspects of the feelings of technical traders should also be considered carefully (e.g., psychological factor of whether

the figure color is white or black in Candle chart). As mentioned above, future research study should test the result of this

article with a method of actual pattern recognition. In this study, the available information will be extracted from the

unvarnished Candle chart.

Appendix

A Proof.

The correction method of interconnection weights between and is written as:

＝ －

＝ －

＝ －

Especially,

＝

＝

＝

＝ －

By (A.1) and (A.3), we can get the following equation as the correction way of interconnection weights.

＝ － －
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