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Representation of State and Ethnic Minority in the Hilltribe Museums of Northern Thailand

IsHII KAYOKO
aHEHT

This paper will examine the relation between the State of Thailand and ethnic minorities by
analyzing how the concept of “Hilltribes” has been invented during the last fifty years in the
Hilltribes museums of Northern Thailand. For the last fifty years, the government of Thailand
has conducted a welfare policy for Hilltribes. While many have pointed out that the concept
of “Hilltribes” was invented by Thai officials during this period, none actually managed to
explain how this has been done. This study finds that the Hilltribe Museums of Northern
Thailand, in their use of techniques of representation, produce a particular image of those
ethnic groups labeled “Hilltribes” that clearly distinguishes them from the Thai.
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HEINAEHE 2> 7 (Booth 1996 : 148-219 ; Kesmanee 1989 : 61—65 ; Renard 1997 : 309-314),
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By &L THEMICAB S N AR Z2Hi > Tw 3, 29 LABEIORIRIE, - REEICRT S nk
RERITC LI UISREAE R 2 R §2 C LT k> THMMERFF > T %, 72, ¥4 TSRO
HIEHUS, BRI I EREENEEOSRABE L SND, TD7d, B Z R m e AR Z2iFA TR
S 2 HMESESFHEL, FHEEDBIEN D FBISIEPRIGH B2 ThN s 2 L b b 5,
BaAROXEIX, LWTFTDLEEDTHS, “There have always been many ethnic groups in Southeast Asia.
Tibeto-Burman, Chinese, Shan and hilltribes have always migrated from north to south and settled in various
Southeast Asian Countries. The majority of tribes in northern Thailand migrated within the last 100 years and came
from China, Burma and Laos. They settled in mountainous areas of northern provinces at altitudes ranging from
800-2,000 meters above sea level. They led semi-nomadic lives. Their main occupation was shifting cultivation
and some tribes grew opium as a cash crop. They had a low Socio-economic standard of living. They experienced
political problems. Some were opium addicts, Environmental destruction was a problem as well.”

L BARTROEL, LT EBHTH S, “Since the end of world war two there have been significant changes

international relations and situation along the northern Thai border. There have come to play prominent roles in
the politics of Thailand. The government and the populace began paying more attention to hilltribes who cause
problems for the country. After the government outlawed opium growing on December 9,1958, the Ministry of
the interior took responsibility to implement policies to solve problems created by hilltribes. After through
consideration, the government decided to establish the hilltribe Welfare Program.”
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